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The History of America Historical Source Analysis Dr. HEZBRI

Examples
1. What is Historical Source?

S ) ) Primary Sources: Manuscripts, Letters, Journals,
Historical source is a concrete evidence of the

past that provides information about a Diaries, Autobiographies, Fossils, Cannonball,
historical event, person, object or work of art Cartoons, Official records....etc
under investigation. This evidence can be >

either an original material, object or artifact of

first hand-evidence to the investigated material
(i.e primary source) or an analysis, a Synopses, Articles, Documentaries, illustrations,

Secondary Sources: Magazines, Reincarnations,

description, a review, a synthesis or a _etc
summary of history ( i.e. secondary source) .

2. What is Historical Source Analvsis (HAS)?

HSA is descriptive, analytical and evaluative
study of a historical source. 5.The Six Skills of Primaryv Historical Source Analvsis

3.What s it for?

Generally speaking, HSA is for looking up What is the explicit meaning of the source?
clues and evidence to discover the past, to (Comprehension)

S Information . T . 0
unfold the truths and to support historical What is the implicit meaning of the source?
facts and forming conclusions. However, for (Interpretation)

What kind and type of source is it?

the purpose of our study, HSA serves to:

v’ consolidate ~ knowledge  and  historical Origin
information already learned in the lectures.
v" reinforce & help memorization.

Who created the source?

v better understand historical events & facts. Perspective |From what point of view was the source
v develop critical thinking and reading created?

comprehension.
v’ prepare you for writing a historical essays and When was the source created?

dissertations in civilization. Context | What historical events happened at this

time that are important to the creation of this
4.How is it done?
> source?

In practice, HSA is process of decoding Audience
information and facts through analyzing, Who was the intended audience of the source?

synthesizing, evaluating and summarizing a
given historical source. Hence, in order to Motive
demonstrate HSA you need (1) to carefully read ~|For what purpose was this source made?
the source to find both the explicit and
implicit information (2) to

conduct background research about

the author of the source. illustrative example is an excerpt from primary source of An

6. An illustration to the process of HSA: the following

Act concerning (Servants & Slaves) / Library of Virginia
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https://www.historyskills.com/researching/2-background-research/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/source-creator/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/comprehension/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/comprehension/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/interpretation/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/interpretation/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/source-kind-and-type/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/source-creator/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/perspective/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/perspective/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/context/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/time-of-creation/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/context/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/context/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/audience/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/audience/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/purpose/
https://www.historyskills.com/source-criticism/analysis/purpose/
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. ' eEnslaving non-Christian
“ Be it enacted, by the governor, council, and, * " """ "
middle crossing
«Non- Chrlstlan passengers .

S C o, o
e and it is hereby enacted, - That all Sefvants

e o imported and brought into this country, by
laborers due to the
1ndenture serv1tude laws

imported servants

believe of that Christian

religion is superior to
native country, --- shall be accounted and be
others )
o Christianity doctrines

(i.e. inability to enslave slaves” 4n excerpt from The Virginia _ é ORIGIN

Christians for life.)
Slave Code of . Slave Code 1705 / The

MOTIVATION House of Burgesses: First
General Assembly 1
« Securing a labor force for Virginian . . .
e Colonial America/ The boom of planation
3" Year
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the correct analvere 11 the nroneced S A) HSA_
Information | [ Extending citizenship and natural rights as birthright
both on federal and state governments and outlawing
M “ALL PERSONS BORN OR NATURALIZED IN THE discrimination conditionally.
UNITED STATES, AND SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION [J Abridging citizenship and natural rights to U.S. to
THEREOF, ARE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES [ . ] NO natural-born African Americans and former slaves.
STATE SHALL MAKE OR ENFORCE ANY LAW WHICH SHALL [ Extending citizenship and natural rights as bqumght
both on federal and state governments and outlawing
ABRIDGE THE PRIVILEGES OR IMMUNITIES OF CITIZENS OF discrimination unconditionally.
THE UNITED STATES; NOR SHALL ANY STATE DEPRIVE Nature of the source:
ANY PERSON OF LIFE, LIBERTY, OR PROPERTY, WITHOUT [J An Act
DUE PROCESS OF LAW.” 4n excerpt of the 14th Amendment to the L3 A Constitution
[J An Amendment.
U.S. Constitution: Congress June 8, 1866.
Origin LIU.S. Constitution, Congress, June 8, 1866.
UIU.S. Constitution, Supreme court, January 31, 1866.
Perspective | [1Forced slavery & servitude
URacial discrimination & inequity against former slaves
Context | [1 Antebellum America
LI Progressive Era
Audience | [JAfrican Americans
[JAmericans
[IStates’ governments.
[LIFormer slaves.
Motivation | []Granting citizenship for former slaves
U Granting Citizenship for Natural born US citizen
L] granting voting rights to vote for African Americans.
PRACTICE Civilization 3" Year
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Task02: Read carefillly the following source & complete
the missing information in (HSA) table Task03: Read carefiilly the following source then analyse

it using (HSA) technique
Source “NEITHER SLAVERY NOR INVOLUNTARY

SERVITUDE, EXCEPT AS A PUNISHMENT FOR CRIME Source: Passed by Congress February 26, 1869, and ratified
WHEREOF THE PARTY SHALL HAVE BEEN DULY February 3, 1870, the 15th

CONVICTED, SHALL EXIST WITHIN THE UNITED STATES,
OR ANY PLACE SUBJECT TO THEIR JURISDICTION.” An
excerpt from the 13™ amendment Congress January 31, 1865.

HSA | I5th Amendment

(HSA) Skills Analysis :
Prohibiting ............. slavery & servitude save for e Section 1. The right of citizens of the
Information eevveeee oo Within the United states jurisdiction. UI]{ECd States to ‘mt.c shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any
Type of the source............................ , State on account of race, color, or previous
Origin .‘- cgndjﬁﬂu Qfs,gnritude.
Perspective ©0s s00s see 20 e0s ses see e Sss ses see ses See see e &cﬁoll 2' 'I‘l‘le Collgess sllall lla‘re t]'le : o
3 power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation. :
Context
Audience
Outlawing ..........ccccoeeveeeeeeeiiieinee e
Motivation

PRACTICE Civilization 3" Year



