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Studying the rhythmic-acoustic dimension in poetry means studying the  in a poem. The meaning of prosodic features
the term “prosody” changes according to the field that it is used in. In Latin,  means the accent or stress in a prosōdia
syllable. In Greek, however,  is to set a song into music.prosôidia

From a linguistic perspective, prosody refers to the  and intonation in language. In poetry, prosody is stress pattern
used to indicate the form and the sound in which poetry is written. Prosodic features in poetry deal with the form of 
each stanza, the division of verses, the number of syllables in each verse, and the way stress is used in each syllable.

Rhythmic-Acoustic Dimension

Introduction



What is Rhythm?
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As long as poetry is meant to be performed orally, it relies heavily on sound (i.e., syllables and stresses). The sound 
that results from reading a poem is called “rhythm.” In poetry, rhythm is indicated through stressed and unstressed 
syllables in a verse and the variations of intonation. Rhythm resembles beat in music.

*When rhythm is repeated and organised it is called  (or meter).metre

I What is Rhythm?

 Note
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A metre is  and counted arrangement of accents (stress) and syllables in poetry. While we speak, we measured
unconsciously stress certain syllables and unstress others. In poetry, stress creates regular metric patterns 
resulting by that in three types of metre.

1. Accentual Metre
This type of metre is determined by the number of stressed syllables regardless of the total number of syllables in 
each verse. Accentual metre is one of the simplest and oldest poetic measures in English. It goes back to the period 
of Old English poetry (500-1100) as it is used in poems like Beowulf. Also, Accentual metre is commonly used in 

 and folk ballads.nursery poetry

In the late 19th C, the English poet Gerard Monley Hopkins (1844-1889) revived the use of this type of metre and he 
called it “sprung rhythm.” The medieval accentual metre is similar to the recently used system in rap poetry.

Star light, ,star bright

First star I see to ,night

I  I , I  I ,wish may wish might

Have the  I  towish wish night

=> The example above is a nursery rhyme from 19th century America poetry. Each line of the poem has four stressed 
syllables.

2. Syllabic-Metrical System
In contrast to the accentual metre, this type of metre has a fixed number of syllables in each line but not the same 
number of stresses. Each verse is named after the number of syllables it contains using Greek numbering. For 
example, hepta-syllabic for seven syllables, decasyllabic for ten syllables and so on.

II What is Metre?

 Example
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The snail shes through a greenpu

night, for the grass is vyhea

with ter and meets verwa o

the bright path he makes, where rain

=> The poem has seven syllables in each line while the number of stressed syllables is varied.

3. Accentual-Syllabic Metre
Is the most commonly used type of metre in English poetry. In this metrical system, the number of syllables and the 
number of stresses is the same in every verse. This type of system is derived from the metrical pattern of classical 
poetry (Greek and Roman) and was famously used by Geoffrey Chaucer.

One de the , one  the ,sha more ray less

Had  im r'd the less half pai name grace

=> Each line of Byron's poem has eight syllables and four stressed syllables.

*Each single unit of stressed and unstressed syllables in a verse is called a .foot

 Example:Considering the Snail by Thom Gunn

 Example:Lord Byron's She Walks in Beauty (1814)

 Note



What is Foot?
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A foot is a combination of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry. It has different combinations, but 
some are more famous than others. There are four main types of feet in poetry.

1. Iamb (OI)
Iambic foot is formed by two syllables, the first is unstressed (O) while the second is stressed (I).

I dered, ly  a wan lone as cloud

That  on  o'er  and floats high dales hills

When,  at , I  a all once saw crowd

A  of den fo .host gol daf dils

2. Trochee (IO)
This type of foot is formed by two syllables, the first is stressed (I) and the second is unstressed (O).

And the ven, ver ting,  is ting,  is tingRa ne flit still sit still sit

On the lid  of las  a  my ber door;pal bust Pal just bove cham

3. Dactyl (IOO):
A foot with three syllables, one stressed (I) followed by two unstressed syllables (OO).

III What is Foot?

 Example:I Wandered Lonely as A Cloud by William Wordsworth

 Example:The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe



Anapaest (OOI)
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" ward, the  Brigade!For Light

Charge for the !" he said.guns

Into the ley of Death val

Rode the six dred.hun

4. Anapaest (OOI)
A foot with three syllables, the first two are unstressed (OO) while the third syllable is stressed (I).

Like the  of the est when mer is ,leaves for Sum green

That host  their ban  at sun  were seenwith ners set

 Example:The Charge of the Light Brigade by Tennyson

 Example:The Destruction of Sennacherib by Lord Byron
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The process of examining rhythm, metre, and foot in a poem is called .scansion

Each line of a poem consists of a certain number of feet, thus the system used in the poem is named by combining 
the type of foot used in the poem and the number of feet in a verse. The number of feet is named using Greek 
numbers:

1 foot => Monometer

2 feet => Dimeter

3 feet => Trimeter

4 feet => Tetrameter

5 feet => Pentameter

6 feet => Hexameter

7 feet => Heptameter

8 feet => Octameter

Double, ble  and ble;dou toil trou

Fire , and ron ble.burn cald bub

the system used in Shakespeare's  is Trochaic-tertametre (type of foot used + number of feet in a verse). In Macbeth
Tennyson's  is dactylic dimeterThe Change of the Light Brigade

IV Extra Information

 Note

 Note

 Example:Macbeth by Shakespeare
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