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LEGAL ENGLISH 

For master's students of Business\Real estate law 

ASST. PROF. Sara CHIBAT 

Academic year: 2022/2023                                                                                           1st semester                                                                 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Basic terms 

Legal system 

Civil law 

Commercial law 

Criminal law 

Administrative law  

Business law  

Real estate law  

Contract 

Party 

Legislation 

Sharia'  law 

Jurisprudence 

Judicial precedents 

Custom 

Doctrine 

Equity/ Justice 

International treaties 

Constitution 

Court 

Judge 

Lawyer 

Plaintiff 

Defendant  

Opponent 

Personal right 

Real right 

Copyright  
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LECTURE N°2 

Part 1: English Terminology: 

The Legal System 

1. Bodies of law: 

A. Match these bodies of law (1-3) with their definitions (a-c). 

1. Civil law 

2. Common law 

3. Criminal law 

 A. Area of the law which deals with crimes and their punishments. 

Including fines and/or imprisonment (also penal law) 

B. 1) legal system developed from roman codified law. Established 

by a state for its regulation: 2) area of the law concerned with non-

criminal matters, rights, and remedies. 

C. Legal system which is the foundation of the legal systems of 

most of the English-speaking countries of the world, based on customs, 

usage, and court decisions (also case law, judge-made law) 

B. Complete the text below contrasting civil law, common law, and criminal law using the 

words in the table. 

Based on Bound by Codified Custom Disputes 

Legislation Non- criminal Precedents Provisions Rulings 

The term 'civil law' contrasts with both 'common law' and 'criminal law'. In the first sense 

of the term. Civil law refers to a body of law …………… written legal codes derived from 

fundamental normative principles. Legal …………… are settled by reference to this code, which 

has been arrived at through ……………. Judges are ……………  the written law and its …………… 

In contrast, common law was originally developed through ……………. At a Time before 

laws were written down. Common law is based on …………… created by judicial decisions. Which 

means that past ……………  are taken into consideration when cases are decided. It should be 

noted that today common law is also ……………. I.e., In written form. 
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In the second sense of the term, Civil law is distinguished from criminal law, and refers to 

the body of law dealing with ……………  matters. Such as Breach of contract. 

2. Explaining what a law says: 

There are several ways to refer to what a law says. look at the following sentences: 

The law stipulates that corporations must have three governing bodies. 

The law provides that a witness must be present. 

The patent law specifies that the subject matter must be 'useful'. 

These verbs can also be used to express what a law says: The law states/sets forth / 

determines/lays down / prescribes that …. 

To stipulate: to demand or specify (a requirement), typically as part of an agreement 

To provide: to stipulate in a will or other legal document. 

To specify: to identify clearly and definitely. 

To state: to express something definitely or clearly in speech or writing. 

To set forth: to state or describe something in writing or speech. 

To determine: to firmly decide. 

To lay down: to formulate and enforce or insist on a rule or principle. 

To prescribe:  to state authoritatively or as a rule that (an action or procedure) should be 

carried out. 

Homework: 

Choose a law in your jurisdiction that you are familiar with and explain what it says using 

the verbs listed in the box above. 
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LECTURE N°3: Contracts 

 

Activity: 

Complete this text, with words or expressions from the box. 
 

1. accepted 2. agreement 3. breach 4. consideration 5. contractual liability 

6. Damages 7. express 8. implied 9. intention 10. obligations 

11. offer 12. reward 13. Signed 14. stated 15. sue 

16. terms 17. under seal1 18. verbally 19. voided 20. writing 

 
A contract can be defined as (an ......................... between two or more parties to 

create legal ......................... between them). Some contracts are made (.........................): in 

other words, they are ......................... and sealed (stamped) by the parties involved. Most 

contracts are made ......................... or in .......................... The essential elements of a 

contract are: 

(a) that an ......................... made by one party should be ......................... by the other.  

(b) ......................... (The price in money, goods or some other ........................., paid by 

one party in exchange for another party agreeing to do something). 

(c) the ......................... to create legal relations.  

The ......................... of a contract may be ......................... (Clearly stated) 

or ......................... (Not clearly ......................... in the contract, but generally understood). 

A ......................... of contract by one party of their ......................... entitles the other 

party to ......................... for ......................... or, in some cases, to seek specific performance. 

In such circumstances, the contract may be ......................... (In other words, it becomes 

invalid). 

Preparation for the next lecture: 

There are different kinds of contracts for different situations. What types do you know? Mention 

them in Arabic, then translate them into English 

  
 

1 A contract under seal, or a deed, is a written document that, when “sealed”, is distinguishable from a contract. 
A deed is a formal document that gives the clear indication of contractual obligations. 
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Lecture n°4: Types of Contracts 

 

Activity: Find the equivalent in Arabic: 

 

• Contract of sale 

• Rental agreement / Lease 

• Barter agreement 

• Loan contract 

• Agency agreement / Contract of agency 

• Bailment 

• Insurance 

• Employment contract 

• Leasing 

• Transportation contract 

• Distribution agreement 

• Mortgage 

• Franchise 

• Factoring contract 

• Concession agreement 
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LECTURE N°5: Contract Formation 

Activity 1: Defenses to contract formation 

Match these defenses (1-4) with their definitions (a-d). 

1. Illegality of the subject matter 

2. Fraud in the inducement 

3. Duress 

4. Lack of legal capacity 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A. When one party does not have the ability to enter a legal contract. I.e. Is not of legal age, is 

insane or is a convict ….. 

B. When one party induces another into entering a contract by the use or threat of force, 

violence, economic pressure, or other similar means. 

C. When either the subject matter (e.g., The sale of illegal drugs) or the consideration of a 

contract is illegal. 

D. When one party is intentionally misled about the terms, quality or other aspects of the 

contractual relationship that leads the party to enter the transaction. 

Activity 2: Collocations with the word contract 

Complete the table below using these verbs. which all collocate with the noun contract. 

amend, cancel, enter into, supplement2, terminate, execute, modify, rescind3, sign. 

To form or make a contract 

valid 

To make a contract partly 

or wholly invalid 

To change or add to a 

contract 

   

 

 

2 A supplemental agreement is a bilateral change order to a contract where the parties agree that specified 
additional work will be accomplished in return for a specified consideration, normally additional money and/or 

time 
3 Rescission is when a contract is rendered null and void, and so is no longer recognized as legally binding. 
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LECTURE N°6: Breach of Contract 

Activity 1: What Constitutes a Breach of Contract? 

A contract case usually comes before a judge because one or both parties claim that 

the contract was breached. A breach of contract is a failure, without legal excuse, to perform 

any promise that forms all or part of the contract.  

When a party claims a breach of contract, the judge must answer the following 

questions: 

1. Did a contract exist?  

2. If so, what did the contract require of each of the parties? 

3. Was the contract modified at any point?  

4. Did the claimed breach of contract occur? 

5. Does the breaching party have a legal defense to enforcement of the contract?  

6. What damages were caused by the breach? 

Activity 2: Collocations with the word damages 

Collocations Synonyms 

1. Incur damages Bring on 

2. Stipulate damages Agree on 

3. Ascertain damages Determine 

4. Recover damages Get back 

5. Anticipate damages Expect 

6. Award damages Compensate 

7. Claim damages Ask for 

8. Collect damages  Receive  

9. Mitigate damages Try to limit and avoid 

10. Seek damages Ask for through the court 

11. Sue for damages Make a case 
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LECTURE N°7: Review lesson 

Activity 1: 

Match each text with the definition provided 

 

Activity 2: 

Complete the text below using the correct word: 

breaching; termination; specified; expressly; repudiating; failure. 

A breach of contract results from the ………………………. of one of the contracting parties to 

perform a duty ……………………….  by the contract.  

The terms of a contract can be divided into different categories. For example, the terms 

can be conditions or warranties, which can either be ……………………….  stated or implied in the 

contract.  

A condition is fundamental to a contract; ……………………….  a condition allows the non-

breaching party to terminate the contract by ………………………. it and to claim damages. 

Breaching a warranty only allows a claim for damages and does not lead to the ……………………….  

of the contract.  
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GRAMMAR ANSWERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Countable & uncountable 1 2. Countable & uncountable 2 
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3. A/An and the

 

4. Singular & Plural
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5. Present continuous  

6. Present simple 

 


