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The Essay Developed by Classification
Introduction
    One of the patterns of expository writing is classification. To classify is to divide into groups, classes, categories. "Classification is normally made according to a criteria or several criteria i.e standards and principles on which judgements are based."  (Jordan 43) . For example in biology, birds be classified according to different criteria such as; their milieu of living; their diet …etc. we can classify people, things, thoughts …etc
Before Writing
   Writers should think about the theme of their writing and the criteria for classifying it into distinctive categories (at least three different categories).  It is important as a first step to draw a table or a diagram where you put the different categories separately, then think and jot down the distinctive features of each category. Provide as many feature as you can. You need also to pay attention to provide a balanced number of elements so that you would have balanced body paragraphs later.
Strategies for Writing an Effective Classification Essay

Figure from  Reinking and Osten (2017) (Go to page 221 for more strategies)

The Model Essay:				College Teachers
	Before I came to college, I was told not to expect my professors to care much about me or my work; indeed, I was told that I would be lucky if any of them even knew my name! But when I came to the university, I soon learned that these generalisations were too broad. Not all teachers are the same. In fact, I have found that most of the professors here at State fall into three categories: the positive teachers, the neutral teachers, and the negative teachers.
	The positive teachers are by far the most agreeable teachers. A positive teacher is one who seems interested in his subject and his students. The first thing a positive teacher does is try to learn all of the students’ names. This kind of teacher allows for questions and discussions in class and does not seem to mind if a student disagrees with him. A positive teacher shows his interest out of class as well. Not only is he available for conferences, but he encourages students to see him if they need help. The students tend to feel comfortable in the presence of this teacher. A good example of a positive teacher is my French teacher, Monsieur Poirrot. He always allows time during the class hour for some free discussion. Once, when some of the students in our class were having trouble with the pronunciation of the rolled “r” in French, he took several hours of his own time to work with us in very small groups in his office until we had mastered the sound. Unfortunately, teachers like Monsieur Poirrot are relatively small in number.
	Unlike the positive teachers, the neutral teachers are not very agreeable. In general, the neutral teachers just do not seem interested in either the subject or the students. These teachers usually do not learn all of the students’ names, though they may learn a few. Their classes tend to be more boring than the positive teachers’ classes because they allow less time for discussion. However, like the positive teacher, the neutral teacher allows for questions and some discussion, but he does not seem to care if the students are interested enough to want to discuss the subject or not. Although the neutral teacher is available for conferences, he does not encourage students to come see him for help; as a result, most students feel slightly uncomfortable in his presence, especially during a conference. Professor Hilton, my economics professor, is typical of the neutral teacher. She comes into class, opens her notebook, lectures, allows questions and some discussion, and then leaves class. When I had a problem understanding one of the concepts we had discussed in class one day, I went to her office for a conference. She was polite enough but did not make any special effort to see that I understood the concept during the conference. She more or less repeated what she had said in class. Very few students go to see her for a conference because they think she is simply not interested. From what I have gathered in my conversation with other students, the neutral teachers make up the largest category.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Of the three types of teachers, the negative teachers are the least agreeable. These are the kind that every student dreads. Not only do they not learn the students’ names, but they seem almost hostile both in class and out of class. In class, the negative teachers, like the neutral teachers, primarily lecture; they may want the students to learn, but unlike the neutral and positive teachers, the negative teachers allow virtually no questions and no discussion. The negative teachers also seem inimical to the idea of having conferences if at all possible. An excellent example of a negative teacher is Dr. Wallen, my physics professor. His classes are twice as boring as any class of a neutral teacher, and he is often intimidating in class. One day, for example, when one student asked him to repeat his explanation of the theory of relativity, he became quite angry and refused to repeat what he had just lectured on. The negative teacher is too often inflexible; in fact, he seems more like a machine than a human being. Fortunately, this group is in the minority.
	The type of teacher students get can directly affect how much they learn. Obviously, students learn more from a positive teacher; unfortunately, as we have seen, this type makes up the minority. Since the mission of the university is to educate, administrators should try to get the neutral and negative teachers to improve their teaching methods and attitudes; otherwise, the administrators should consider dismissing at least the negative teachers and make every effort to hire those teachers who show promise of being positive ones.
I- Answer the following questions:
1- What is the thesis of the above passage?
2-  What is the principle of classification used in this essay?
3-  What is the controlling idea about the positive teachers?
4-  What are the characteristics of the positive teachers?
5-  What is the controlling idea about the neutral teachers and that about the negative teachers?
6-  What are the characteristics of the neutral teachers and those of the negative teachers?
7- How does the writer conclude the essay? 
8- Does the conclusion appear to be logical? Justify your answer.
9- What techniques and devices does the writer use to maintain the text unity and coherence? Illustrate.
10- Write the outline of this essay.
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Introduction


Capture your reader’s attention by identifying the reader’s interest, as in selecting among a complex range of cell phones. 


Body


Organize the paper by categories in the order that makes sense to you (most common to least common; most fuel efﬁcient to least fuel efﬁcient).


Conclusion


Summarize the categories the reader may make with key features, possibly with recommendations. 


 Follow a pattern in the paragraphs such as major characteristics of the category.


 Clearly signal the shifts from category to category, not with common words like “next” but phrases that show your logic. “Though using traditional fuel rather than electricity, the hybrid.”





Or provide some expectation, like the long-term success of hybrids and ﬂex-fuel vehicles over all electric cars. 


Or offer ways of responding to different categories, such as types of teachers.


 Provide a thesis that clearly identiﬁes the reason for the paper, the fundamental topic, and major categories.


 Or offer a personal experience that is interesting, as in taking a class with a teacher whose teaching style was wrong for you but right for your friend.


Or stress the importance of the topic, as in the types of pollutants affecting our atmosphere.
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