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Successful Writing Proficiency < Unit 1: Describing People

1 (Before Ss describe each picture T writes the following

table on the board and asks Ss to say as many words as
possible related to each category. Ss then describe the
two pictures. This table can be copied by Ss and be
enriched with vocabulary presented in Unit 1 so that Ss
have an appendix that they can use each time they want
to describe a person.)

(Suggested table)

Helght: of medium height, tall, short, etc.

Build: slim, well-built, powerful, plump, thin, heavily-
built, etc.

Complexion: tanned, swarthy, etc.

Face: freckled, oval, round, wrinkled, etc.

Eyes: almond-shaped, blue, green, slanting, etc.
Nose: straight, crooked, upturned, hooked, etc.
Hair: curly, wavy, long, short, receding hairline, etc.
Lips: full, round, thin, etc.

Special features: round cheeks, grey beard, mous-
tache, mole, spots, bushy eyebrows, etc.
Character: cheerful, moody, confident, outgoing,
pessimist, etc.

(Suggested answers)

First Picture
Appearance: 50 years old, smart, business suit,
short grey hair, wrinkles, receding hairline, glasses
Most noticeable features: heavy eyebrows, serious
expression
His way of sitting, looking, etc.: suggests confi-
dence
Personality: reliable, hard-working, serious
Life and lifestyle: businessman, plays golf, married
with children

Second Picture
Appearance: in his 50's, casually dressed, longish
grey hair, grey beard.
Most noticeable features: beard, round cheeks,
broad smile
His way of sitting, looking, etc.: suggests that he is
a cheerful, outgoing person.
Personality: sociable, enjoys job, likes being with
others
Life and lifestyle: cabinet-maker, enjoys fishing/
hunting, married with grown-up children.

+ Appearance
small-boned; smiling woman; early fifties; twinkling
blue eyes; soft, silver curls; dresses simply; looks
elegant
Personality/Behaviour
very fair-minded; treats everyone with equal respect;
clasps her hands nervously when upset; very calm;
keeps hertemper in the most difficuit situations; quiet
voice; gentle, caring manner
« Life/Lifestyle/Beliefs

feels like a mother to all children; no time for family

Unit 1 - Describing People

(2]

life; dedicates her life to her job; takes care of various
administrative tasks; talks to teachers and parents;
holds meetings with Board of Directors, staff and
parents

Conclusion

opinion: a dedicated professional; a wonderful role
model

{After Ss have filled in the missing information T can
ask Ss to comment on the Paragraphs and justify why
there are no "explain" Paragraphs. [answer: the topic
does notask forthis.] T points out that this text focuses
on someone's physical appearance and character
not on how this person has influenced us or why we
admire her.)

{Suggested answers)

B: He has a powerful build, a tanned face and bulging
biceps.

C: She has sparkling eyes, a friendly smile and freck-
les.

D: He has silver hair, a warm expression and wrinkies.

(Suggested answers)

1. The Masai, who are tall East African tribespeople,
not only have noble features, but also look ex-
tremely graceful.

2. Grace Kelly, who reached Hollywood stardom in
the 1950s, was famous not only for her delicate
features, but also for marrying a prince.

3. The postman, who has thick black hair with only a

few touches of grey, is 56 years old, but his skin is
smooth, which makes him look younger than he is.

or The postman, who is 56 years old, has thick black

hair with only a few touches of grey. However, his
smooth skin makes him look younger than he is.

4. Mrs Russell, a tiny lady whose flat is next to mine,

has white hair as well as wrinkles, which make her
look 90 years old.

5. In additlon to his black hair, Maurice has a thick

black moustache as well as a dark complexion.

6. The policeman’s build was so muscular that he

filled his large uniform, while his high, broad fore-
head and strong, square jaw gave him an air of
authority.

-

. Since Paul is so honest, people trust him,

2. Thereason (that/why) he is very successful is that

he works extremely hard.

3. Joan has lived in exotic places and has had many

strange experiences; as a result, she is an interest-
ing person.

4. Don tends to ask people a lot of questions, so he

comes across as being inquisitive.

5. ldislike her due to the fact that she is vain and self-

centred.
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6

10

"

. He has a habit of speaking with his mouth full, which I find to be disgusting.

. Sarah strikes people as being immature since she often giggles when someone speaks to her.
. Owing to the fact that David never pays for anything, he gives the impression of being mean.
. As he doesn't return things he has borrowed, in my opinion he is dishonest.

Since my sister often forgets where she puts her things, she appears to be absent-minded.

AR ON o

. a constantly-crying baby 7. a funnily-dressed artist
. a thoroughly-prepared speaker 8. a specially-trained child-minder
. well-organised students 9. ashort-tempered man
a curly-haired girl 10. aone-legged man

a brown-eyed boy 11. a gentle-mannered dentist

a 42-year-old basketball player

ompON

Covered in dust, Oliver climbed down the ladder.

. Tired out, Veronica could not go on with the journey.

Being so rude, Richard has no friends.

Being so intelligent, she can speak six languages.

Being so absent-minded, Frank always forgets his car keys.
. Laughing hysterically, Susan couldn’t speak.

Walking on crutches, Paul left the room slowly.

. Being so patient, Louise is cut out to be a teacher.

PNOORON

Words and phrases Justification/Examples

outgoing, assertive and ambitious already president of school debating society

(not) pompous and conceited (but more likely to say "I can do it" than "I'm the best"

rather) full of confidence

stubborn habit of refusing to admit he is wrong in any disagreement

introvert very rarely socialises, prefers to spend time on his own

a dreamer (sometimes seems lazy or spends hours staring at the clouds

slow-witted

enthusiastic, energetic, deeply caring shown by his tireless work on behalf of various charities

. childish / immature 5. shy / timid 9. rude/ insolent
. lazy / idle 6. tactless / blunt 10. mean / miserly
. cruel / spiteful 7. moody / temperamental

. dishonest / deceitful 8. stubborn / obstinate

AWM =

Both Anthony June
smart, conservative

Appearance fashionable casual

soclable, enjoys not outgoing,
company, easily seems shy,
offended caring

Personality self-confident,
& Behaviour: sensitive

(T refers Ss to the linking words and structures table on p.6 in the Student’s book pointing out the linking words Ss should |
use in order to describe Anthony and June. Ss do Ex. 11 orally in class, then T assigns it as written HW. Ss can use the ¢
text of Ex. 9 as a model. Ss are encouraged to give a justification or an example for each character quality they talk about.) :

(Suggested answer) :
In some ways, Anthony and June are very alike. For instance, they are both dressed fashionably, and are self- 14
confident and sensitive people. I
However, Anthony prefers to dress casually, while June usually wears smart, conservative clothes. |4
Although Anthony is sociable and enjoys company he is, however, easily offended. June, on the other hand, is not g
outgoing and seems shy, but she is, in fact, a caring person. |4
i
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12 (SsdoEx. 12then Telicits/explains the meaning ofeach

word.)

1. ¢ - energetic, outgoing and confident
2. a- a(rogant, smug and condescending
3. d - distant, absent-minded and impolite
4. b - sensitive, generous and caring

13 (Suggested answers)

$:knef.i§§;3;23§I§?,1Z“2&Z‘;§722£25’:f"h‘;‘r"s%.'f‘?.ﬁ
2 g':gdes blushing easily, J i imi
. aalgs;’:;‘;?:e atthe f?oor \l:rx’ener:ireyi’swta!ml:ir:sg\gr;etgg:gj
Egéﬂi’{i.é“&{i.iﬁiﬁiiﬁigh"i's’%s"é'i‘v’hiﬁ‘;?‘;:’e‘

(2}

4. insincere

Paulais aninsincere person who flatte

aul ers people she
dlsllk(_es as well as pretending to agree with them,
even if she’s of a different opinion. '

5. impatient

Roberta, who is impatient, taps her foot in addition
, 3 dit

to sighing if things don’t happen quickly and she
has to wait.

14 The first person is an actress.

.

lifestyle: unpredictable

daily routine: gets up late, goes to the gym, learns

2%! (; ines, attends rehearsals, goes to work at about

ho!?bies/int_erests: goes to the gym, loves to travel
beliefs: maintaining an optimistic approach to life

The second person is a businessman.

lifestyle: busy, travels a lot

* daily routine: gets up at five thirty, works out in the

gym; works until late

* beliefs: one should be hard-working; honesty and

determination are the keys to success

* ambitionsffuture prospects: become a partner ofthe

firm

| think the third person is a housewife.

Iife‘style: (r_nuch) the same from day to day
daily routine: gets up at seven, wakes up her
:ﬁ:nhaged sons and sees them off to school, does
e ousework, goes shopping, works in the gar-
gof:bies/inrarests: working in the garden

eliefs: taking care of one’s family i i
ot o ily is a very impor-

15

16

17

(This paragraph can be assigned as written HW.)
(Suggested answer)

Helen's lifestyle is really quite hectic an
She could be out all day following up some ges:vr:?tsef::'
onlyto pe galled up in the middle of the night because’
something important has happened and the Editor
wants her tq cover the story. But, a chaotic lifestyle is
p_art of the job and, in fact, working under pressure
gives her a buzz. She really enjoys it. She got divorced

two years ago but she's got two child

spenQS every weekend with them. She t.':igsi;gn? r:oe
the cinema quite a lot and they often go-swimming on
8und?ys. She believes that it is very important to
exercise and she is often heard saying, "A healthy mind

lives in a healthy body."

* profession: painter
* lifestyle: disciplined

tions and gallery openings

+ dally routine: paints from 6 am until 4 pm; spends
the early evenings with her husband and two chii-

dren
« family: husband, two children

London gallery; own an art gallery one day

(Ex. 16 can be assigned as written HW.)

career: successful writer

mtgres!s: loves travelling all over the world
daily routine: writes from 8 am to 4 pm
family: 2 children, divorced

ambitions: start school for young writers

(Suggested answer)

Emma Smith’s career as a successful writer ki

busy from dawn to dusk. She loves travellinge zﬁso'v.l::
tr]e Yvo_rld. When she is not travelling she leads a very
dnsmglme_d life. She writes from eight o’clock in the
morning tiltfour o’clock in the afternoon. She livesin an
ordmary_ house with her two children. She has a nann
for the kids and she's divorced. Her ambition is to star};
a school for young writers. She also wants to encour-

age young people as much as sh i
A Arpids e can and give them

(T points out that there is no "Explain® jon ir
(lain® section in thi
model because the topic does not ask for it,) "

Para 1 - Introduction to H
person: how/when t
each other hey met

Para 2 - appearance: build, clothes, hair, mannerisms

(e.g. tendency to bow)

Para 3 - character: polite, friendly, caring (e.g. remem-

bers birthdays, brings gifts and things)

Para 4 - conclusion: opinion/feelings of writer about

the person described (e.g. enjoy havi i
S .0. ng hi
as a neighbour, valuable frienlc!)y o nm

Interests: meeting new people, attending exhibi-

ambitions/dreams: have a one-woman-show in a
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18 (Ss take notes while they listen to the dialogue twice,
then answer the questions. T can assign Donnel’s
description as written HW after Ss have described him
orally in class.)

1. The new production manager, Stewart Donnel.

2. He is tall with broad shoulders and grey hair. He is
about 50 and wears brightly-coloured ties.

3. He is condescending and. thinks he's superior to
other people.

4. a) He is very rude.
b) He steals people’s ideas from others and then

pretends they're his own.

(Suggested answer)

Stewart Donnel is the new production manager. He is
in his fities, quite tall with broad shoulders and grey
hair. He usually wears brightly-coloured ties. He is
condescending and thinks he is superior to other
people. He is not likeable either, because he is rude
and steals people’s ideas, which he pretends are his
own.

19 (T should point out that Ss use all information given in
each sentence and enrich their beginnings with other
information about the weather, feelings, moods, etc)

(Suggested answers)

1. The room was crowded and smoky, and the sound
oftalking and laughter was almost deafening. | was
standing alone in a corner, feeling like a fish out of
water because | knew aimost no one there, when a
middie-aged woman approached me and said,
"Feeling a bit out of things?" | smiled at her and
nodded, then did a quick double take. | recognised
her face from a book I'd just been reading. it was
Marion Browne, the famous writer.

2. When the first thing my secretary said that Monday
morning was, "The manager wants to see you," |
thought for sure | was in trouble. | checked my hair,
took a deep breath and went into Mr Wentworth's
office. "Morning, Sandra", he said. "I'd like you to
meet a very good friend of mine, William Morrison.”
| shook his hand politely, not realising that he was
to become the greatest influence in my life.
When the doorbell rang it was nearly midnight.
Leaving the chainon, | opened the dooracrackand
looked out. | saw a very odd-looking man with a
shaved head and at least ten earrings. He smiled
broadly and said, "Hi, I'm Jack. {'ve just moved in
downstairs and I've brought you a present.” Then
he handed me abox of chocolates and disappeared
down the stairs. Jack Simpson turned outto be one
of the oddest people | had ever met.

1

20 (Suggested answer)
« weather description (cold January night)
«+ Direct Speech (‘Be careful ... you've got there!"/
“Chris Martin ..., Madam", etc.)
.« reference to feelings (curious to see/taken aback/
feeling a bit low)

21

(T points out that the model of Ex. 17 is a descriptive
composition of a person without any writing techniques
included whereas the model of Ex. 20 includes writing
techniques. Both models correspond to the topic "De-
scribe a person you regard as eccentric." Ss can use
both ways to describe a person.)

Key words
1. Person assoclated with a place.

2.

3.

. Parat:

Why you make this connection.

Famous person from history you admire.

Give reasons for your choice.

Person you know well.

How he/she has changed since you first met him/
her.

. Two people you know well.

Hobbies reveal different personalities.

. Someone you knew in the past.

In what ways you were influenced.

(Suggested answers)

Who (caretaker), which place. (e.g. your

primary school)

Paras 2,3: Relevant description of person’s
appearanceand characterandthe place

Para 4: 1st reason for association. (e.g. always
helpful)

Para 5: 2nd reason for association. (e.g. al-

ways there whenever in need)
Para 6: Conciusion (e.g. your feelings)

2. Para1: Who, main reason for being famous.
Para2: Description of personality/life/lifestyle.
Para3: Description of achievements.

Para4: 1st reason for admiring.

Para5: 2nd reason for admiring.

Para 6: Conclusion.

3. Para1: Who, how well you know him/her.

Para2: Description of personality (appearance)
now. or What he/she used to be like.

Para3: What he/she used to be like. or What he/
she is like now.

Para4: How he/she has changed. (examples/jus-
tification) (e.g. used to be patient - notany
more) -

Para’5: How he/she has changed. (examples/jus-
tification) (e.g. used to be cheerful - not
any more)

Para6: Conclusion

4, Parat: Who, how well you know them. :

Para 2: Description of 1st person’s hobbies/

personality. ;

Para 3: Description of 2nd person’s hobbies/ :

personality. :

Paras 4,5: Mention differences

Para 6: Conclusion

5. Para1: Who, how well you knew him/her.
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22

Para2: Descriptionof appearance/personality/life/
lifestyle

Para3: Ways you were influenced/examples.

Para 4: Ways you were influenced/examples.

Para5: Conclusion

« Topie sentences

Para2: Gary suffers from ... movements.
Para3: However ... intelligent person.
Para 4: - The main reason ... overcome.
Para5: Another reason ... for himself.

*  Outline plan

Physical appearance: speaks slowlyand strangely,
thin, twisted body, awkward facial expressions

F lity/ iour/ : warm, fun-lov-
ing, intelligent, enjoys music/meeting friends, etc.,
best student in class, wonderful sense of humour,
interest in other people, writes letters to friends and
beautiful poems

Life/Lifestyle/Beliefs: regular life, enjoys going
out, believes a balance of work and play make life
happy and fulfilling

« EXPLAIN/REASON

"Why" determined to lead a normal life; gave
himself an education at home; lives alone - cooks
and cleans using equipment he designed himself;
leads full social life with many friends

"Why*": never feels sorry for himself; always sees
bright side of any situation; cheers up his friends
when they are worried or depressed

Conclusion: admire him even if he had no disabil-
ity; most remarkable person | know

23 Took care of me

- used to cook for me every day
- used to take me shopping for clothes
- nursed me during long iliness

Made me feel safe

- one thing in my life that never changed
- always there when | needed her

Taught me everything

- always explained things to me
- taught me the difference between right and wrong

(These paragraphs can be assigned as written HW after
Ss have done them orally in class.)

(Suggested answer)

Liliana’s grandmother was a very important person
in her life. She brought Liliana up and took good care
of her. For instance, she used to cook for her every day
and nursed her when she was ill for a long time. There
are things Liliana particularly enjoyed doing with her
grandmother such as going shopping, as her grand-
mother would let her try aimost everything on. She also

24

25

made her feel safe, being the one thing in her life that
never changed. As Liliana puts it, "She was always
there when | needed her."

Liliana’s grandmother was a wise and experienced
person in that she always explained things to her. What
Liliana regards as the most valuable lesson her grand-
mothertaughther was the difference between rightand
wrong. She feels that her grandmother instilled values
in her that will last for a lifetime.

1.f 2c¢c 3 a 4. b 5 e 6. d

Information included:

Para 1: - scene of meeting

Para2: physical description, firstimpression of char-
acter traits, mannerisms

Para 3: character (efficient, helpful)

Para4: explain 1streason (ability to deal with several
matters at once)

Para5: explain 2nd reason (sensitive towards others)

Para6: conclusion - her influence

Past tenses have been mainly used because the writer
no longer sees the person described.

Para 1:
born on = born in (G)
gifted man who’s = gifted man whose (WW)
multi-talented man which = muiti-talented man who

(ww)

Para 2:
although was he = although he was (WO)
as much as fity = as many as fifty (W)
at least knew = knew at least (WO)

Para 3:
His more fundamental = His most fundamental (G)
still today survives = still survives today (WO)
in the United states = in the United States (P)

Para 4:
whole = all (G)
he fought hardly = he fought hard (G)
refered = referred (S)

Para 5:
who he earned = who earned (G)
while his lifetime = during his lifetime (WW)

Paragraph Plan

Para 1: why the person is famous

Para 2: appearance/character/achievements

Para3: explain 1st reason (fought for the freedom of

““the individual)
Para 4: explain 2nd reason (established schools -
believed in education for all)

Para5: conclusion: final thoughts about/comments

' on the person

Successful Writing Proficiency < Unit 1: Describing People
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27

28

(T explains the characteristics of formal, informal style:

Formal: impersonal, non emotional expression of
ideas, use of the passive, non-colloquial
English, complex sentences, no contracted
forms

Informal: personal, emotional expression of ideas,
colloquial English, idioms, idiomatic expres-
sions, contracted types of words.)

. a reference letter

. former employer

. prospective employer
. formal style

Qoo

. a newspaper/magazine

. journalist/interviewer

. newspaper/magazine readers
. informal style

Q0o

. anews bulletin

. a journalist

. the general public
formal style

aooTp

. anewspaper/magazine

. a journalist/interviewer

. the newspaper/magazine readers
. informal style

Qoo

. a novel/short story

. a professional writer/a novelist
. ajthe reader(s)

. informal style

cooTe

{Suggested answers)

1. Mary Gordon has changed a great deal since | first
met her.

2. The thing | most admire about Paul Williams is his
determination.

3. William Jones is a person who, despite his good
qualities, | find difficult to like.

1. novel/magazine short story
2. career guide/article in employment newspaper
3. novel/magazine article

("Discuss and Write" section is to be used so that T can
revise theory presented before. T should discuss ques-
tions with Ss and make them understand that the topic
itself determines the ptar they are to follow, tenses to be
used and style. If Ss are trained properly to analyse the
information given in the topic then they will be more
successful in their writing paper.)

29

(Suggested answers)

a) 1. "a person from your past', "would like to see
again", "explain why"

2. That you have lost contact with the person, but
liked/admired them and would like to renew the
relationship.

3. Yes or No: Yes, because you might want to see
how badly their life has turned out. No, because
you would not want to see them again.

4. Character description, with reasons for wanting
to meet the person again.

5. The person helped you, made you feel good
aboutyourself, used to bully/intimidate you, etc.

6. Any examples relating to the reasons why |
would like to see him/her again.

7. - introduction to person

description of character/relationship

reason for wanting to see them again

(e.g. miss them a lot, always there when you
need them)

second reason for wanting to see them again
(e.g. share new experiences with them)
conclusion

b) 1. "person you dislike", "explain why you feel this
way"

2. Preferably, because otherwise it may be difficult
to provide justifications for disliking them.

3. Possibly not. Good features could be included.
However negative features should outweigh the
good features. -

4. Both appearance and character could be in-
cluded, since appearance can reflect people’s
character too.

5. Person’s character/attitude/beliefs/behaviour,
etc.

6. Anyinstances whenthe persondisplayed nega-
tive behaviour/attitude.

7. - introduction

description of person (appearance & person-

ality)

reasons for disliking with justification

(e.g. mistreats people)

- other reasons for disliking with justification
(e.g. reminds you of sth he has done to you)

- conclusion

(Ss can use their answers to the questions in Ex. 28 and
write the composition.)
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1

N

IS

5

-

name: Dublin

location: Ireland

reason for visiting: holiday

sights: castle, St. Patrick’s Cathedral
free-time activities: pubs, museums, theatres,
cinemas, parks

recommendation: highly recommended

Paragraph plan
* Introduction

location, population, reason (city of extreme con-
trasts)

Main Body

- generalfeatures: streetsfilled with activity/noise,
roads congested, vehicles, hordes of people on
pavements, crowded narrow alleyways, variety of
exotic sights and smells, chaotic cramped city
centre, parks with cool streams, shrines, chirping
birds, tranquil mountains, towering skyscrapers,
huge modern ships, little Chinese junks

particular details: bright neon lights, state-of-
the-art computer technology, hand-made silk
suits, fish and bird markets, silvery fish, brilliantly-
coloured squawking parrots, Jade Market, intri-
cately-carved pieces, Chinese icons, Buddhas
and dragons, city’s nightlife, karacke bars

Conclusion

comments: harmony despite contrasts, pleasant
atmosphere, unique experience
recommendation: well worth visiting

1. is located in 6. stretch out

2. winds through 7. is perched ... on
3. slopes down to 8. sprawl out

4. issetin 9. nestles at

5. curves around

2. offin 11. outside

3. down 12. in

4. around/round 13. on

5. from 14. over

6. at 15. down/along/up
7. in 16. on

8. on/at 17. into/in

9. To/On 18. above

0. on/by/near

Location verbs (to be circled): standing, line, lead,
Facing, stands, housed, hangs, built, disappears, rises

1. Dominating the skyline, the castle is built of local
stone.

2. Opened in 1939, the museum is visited by thou-
sands of people every day.

3. Surrounded by trees, the temple is difficult to see
from a distance.

4. Covering 610 square miles, London is the largest
city in Britain.

5. Erected in 1919, the monument is a memorial to
those who died in World War I.

6 (Suggested answers)

-

. Stretchinginto the distance, the length of the queue
‘was amazing./We were amazed by the length ofthe
queue stretching into the distance.

2. Asyou squeeze your way onto the packed bus, the
other passengers press even closer together to
make room for you.

3. Asthe shoppers shuffle towards the supermarket’s
busy tills, heavy baskets hang from their tired
arms./Heavy baskets hanging from their tired arms,
the shoppers shuffle towards the supermarket's
busy tills.

. Standing squashed among the screaming fans, |
was deafened by the roar of the enormous crowd./
As|stood squashed among the screaming fans, the
roar of the enormous crowd was deafening.

IS

A. phrases which refertothe senses: marketbuzzes
(hearing); sound of women’s voices (hearing);
smells of fresh fish, etc. (smell); hot, humid air
(touch); crowds of shoppers jostle (touch); as they
squeeze past the displays (touch); voices grow
louder (hearing); clang of metal bowls and boxes
(hearing).

@

phrases which refer to the senses: faint smell of
crushed grass (smell); hot sun (touch); watching
theplayers (sight); silence (hearing); rhythmic sound
(hearing); muted gasps (hearing); with aroar (hear-
ing)

Present tenses are used in A because it's a regular
event. Past tenses are used in B because it's a
description of a past event which somebody wit-
nessed.

(Ex. 7 should be done in class so that T can help Ss
understand the way senses are used in a description.)
N

hum of laughter and voices: hearing - A, B
clinking glasses: hearing - A

colourful sails: sight - B

strong odour of fish: smeli - A, B
mouth-watering plates of food: sight, taste - A
cries of seagulls: hearing - B

bright sun on white buildings: sight - A

splash of breaking waves: sight, hearing - B
salty water: taste - B

1
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(T can ask Ss to describe picture B orally in class, then
assign the exercise as written HW.)

(Suggested answer)

The splash of the breaking waves and the cries of
the seagulls mingle with the hum of laughter and voices
of children as they play at the water’s edge. The brilliant
blue sky creates a dramatic background to the colour-
ful sails which sway in the breeze. As you stand on the
hot golden sand, it is refreshing to dip your feet in the
salty water and then walk to the harbour, where you are
greeted by the strong odour of fish as the fishermen selt
their catch.

(Note: past tenses could also be used.)

1. Palm trees swaying in the gentle evening breeze
frame the sun setting on the horizon.

2. Standing at the top of the cliffs, you can hear (the)
waves crashing against/onto the rocks below.

3. Liningthe cobbled streetis arow ofterraced houses
designed by John Wood.

4. Surrounded by mountains on all sides, the city
looks as if it is in an enormous bowl.

Factual information

« Built: 1840 - 1843

¢ Size: the column stands 56 metres high

* Reason: commemorate Nelson’s victory at the
Battle of Trafalgar

Surroundings

« the column stands at the centre of Trafalgar Square
in the heart of London

+ the square is the site of a beautiful church, the
National Gallery and other impressive buildings

« atstreetlevel the column s flanked by 4 stone lions

Comments/Feelings

* themonumenttowers above the London streets as
a reminder of grander days in Britain’s history -
when this once great nation ruled the seas.

Paragraph 1: history, purpose and what Mount
Rushmore is

Paragraph 2: location and surroundings

Paragraph 3: comments/feelings

location verbs: situated, stands out, rises (high) above
words/phrases used to express impression/opin-

ion: spectacle, massive, powerful reminder, struck,
strange, dignified, lending a human form, bare

(Ex. 13 can be assigned as written HW.)
(Suggested answer)

Nelson’s Column, completed in 1843, is a monu-
mentwhich was builtto commemorate Nelson’s victory
atthe Battle of Trafalgar. Atthe top of the 56-metre-high

14
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column stands a statue of Neison, the British com-
mander at the battle.

The striking monument, located at the centre of
Trafalgar Square in the heart of London, is flanked by
four sturdy stone lions. The square itself is surrounded
by a beautiful church, the National Gallery and other
impressive buildings.

The monument, which towers above the London
streets, is alasting reminder of grander days in Britain’s
history. No one who sees it will fail to be impressed.

A cottage.

. Itis in Cornwall.

. 400 years old.

. Itis built of stone.

. Two rooms and a kitchen.

. He always feels happy/safe and loved there.

LR YA NN

Formal Description: Corfe Castle
Informal Description: Stonehenge

* The text on Corfe Castle is written in a formal style
as animpersonal, non-emotional manneris used to
express ideas. Also, the passive voice, non-collo-
quial English and complex sentences are used. e.g.
is perched high on ..., overlooking the small ...,
castle was dismantled by ..., visitors are attracted
..., to marvel at the splendours of ..., etc.

» Thetexton Stonehenge is written in an informal style
asapersonal, emotional and chatty manner is used
to express ideas. Colloquial English and short
forms are also used. e.g. isn't like ..., | mean, you
imagine ..., we couldn’t ..., it was pretty impressive
..., is anybody’s guess ..., | felt ...

* Corfe Castle is taken from a travel magazine or
leaflet and Stonehenge is part of a postcard or letter
sent to a friend.

1. disappointment 4. shocking
2. delightful 5. amazing
3. terrified

(Note: synonyms given in brackets.)

A 1. abandoned (deserted)
. miserable (depressing)
. cramped (crowded)

. run-down (dilapidated)
. bleak (bare)

0 AN

. astonished (astounded)
. imposing (magnificent)
. enormous (massive)

. exquisite (superb)

. tranquil (serene)

cCowON®
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18 (T goes through the table with Ss then Ss do the
exercise. T can choose other words/expressions from
the table and ask Ss to make new sentences using
these.)

(Suggested answers)

2. Thething aboutthe entire building which made the

strongest Impresslon was the lavishly-decorated

reception hall.

The most noticeable thing about the city is its

many well-preserved medieval buildings.

Without doubt, the most impressive thing about

Sydney is the amazing Opera House.

5. What makes an immediate impression on visitors
to Mykonos is the perfect combination of glamour
and tradition.

©

»

19 1. the thing which makes the strongest impression

2. Few visitors can fail to be charmed by

3. paid them the compliment of

4. take a particular delight in

5. Furthermore, one cannot help but wonder at

6. gives the impression of being

7. hustle and bustle

8. Here one has the leisure to appreciate

9. To sum up, .

0. combines the spirit of a community with well-
deserved respect for nature.

20 (Suggested answer)

Toronto is a truly impressive city. Having numer-
ous sights and a variety of things to do, it is an ideal
place for those who enjoy active and lively holidays.

Upon arrival, visitors are greeted by Impressive

hi . One place especially worth visiting is
the CN Tower, which is one of the tallest buildings inthe
world. Visitors can enjoy dining in the revolving
restaurant at the top of the tower while gazing at the
spectacular view of the city. Another sight that should
not be left out of the visitor's agenda is the Casa Loma.
Resembling a castle, it was bullt at the turn of the
century. The Skydome offers visitors the opportunity to
watch a sports event or concert in one of the most
amazing sports stadiums in the world. Thanks to
modern technology it has a retractable roof which
ensures that events are held all year round.

21 1. direct speech, describing feelings
2. using senses to describe weather, surroundings,
etc.
. creating mystery, suspense or anticipation
. asking a rhetorical question
. describing people’s feelings
. addressing the reader
. using a quotation, describing feelings

Nousw

(T should explain to Ss that the quotation in item 7 refers
to & complaining school pupil who is unwilling to go
to school because he doesn't like it. T should also point
out that Ss can use more than one of the techniques

22
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mentioned in the table to begin/end a description.)
(Ex. 22 can be assigned as written HW.)

(Suggested answers)

Direct speech/using senses to describe weather,
etc: "Yes, itis indeed an extraordinary city for visitors,"
replied my friend as we sat by the window of a Parisian
café. Although the rain was pouring down and a cold
mist hung in the streets, the unique atmosphere of the
city could not fail to put a spell on us.

Using senses to describe weather, etc: Soaked from
the cold rain, we walked into a Parisian café to get dry.
The aroma of croissants and freshly brewed coffee was
so strong that it wafted out into the streets.

Rhetor ] describing f gs: Whatwould
itbe like to be from such an extraordinary city as Paris?
After visiting the capital of France, | felf in love with its
striking architecture, impressive museums and fantas-
ticcafés. Walking the streets as atourist, | realised | was
envious of those who called Paris their birthplace.

Describing feelings/using quotation: | had never
seen such an intriguing city as Paris and thus | was
drawn to study there. The memories ofthe times | spent
in Paris will always be a part of me. As Emest Hemingway
once said, “If you are lucky enough to have lived in Paris
as a young man, then wherever you go for the rest of
your life, it stays with you, for Paris is a moveable feast."

Creating mystery/suspense: | parked my hired caron
the busy street outside a little café. | looked around and
couldn’t help but think how this amazing French city
looked so different in the winter. | wrapped my scarf
around my neck, and set off down a narrow street to
look for a hotel: Suddenly, | heard footsteps behind me
and | felt a chill run down my spine.

Addressing the reader di y ing feelings/
reactions: If you have never visited Paris, itis your loss.
You have never experienced the thrill that being in this
city brings. You cannot know how invigorating it is to
wander through the streets and just take in the atmos-
phere of this spectacular place.

* Model A - Paragraph Plan

Para 1: namef/location of city; reason for and time
of visit (Budapest, Hungary, to stay with a friend,
Leo, last weekend)

Para 2: general features (Ferihegy Airport, whirl-
wind tour, Pest, baroque architecture, museums,
river, Buda, Buda Castle, Citadel, three hills, cob-
bled streets, Gothic architecture, museums, re-
turned home for typical Hungarian meal)

Para 3: details of things seen and places visited
(visited excellent Museum of Fine Art, saw animals
at Budapest Zoo, sampled delicious Hungarian
cuisine at lovely little restaurant, discovered that
Buda Castle houses National Gallery, National
Library and Castle Museum, in the evening saw
fireworks display held to celebrate St. Stephen’s
Day at Buda Castle)
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Para 4: feelings/comments (interesting couple of
days, soaked up a lot of Hungarian culture and
history, left Budapest with vivid insight into Hungar-
ian life)

« Model B - Paragraph Plan

Para 1: name/location of city; brief history of‘city
(Budapest, Hungarian capital, on Danube River,
Hungary, amalgamation of two towns Buda and
Pest in 1873) -

Para 2: general features (Ferihegy Airport, Buda,
cobbled streets, Gothic houses, Buda Castle and
Citadel on hilltop sites, National Library, Cgstle
Museum, National Gailery, Pest, baroque architec-
ture, fascinating museums, Millennium Monument,
statue of archangel Gabriel)

Para 3: details of things to see and do (excellent
shopping faciltties, fascinating zoo, theatres, cor"n-
certhalls, many traditional restaurants, Sx_. Stephen’s
Day fireworks display launched from Cltade_l)
Para 4: comments/recommendations (delightful
city, embodies centuries of Eastern European past,
well worth a visit)

+ Model A involves narration.

« Model A - past tenses, description of writgr’s feel-
ings, writer describes her/his own experience of
city, less formal style - writer’s feelings/impressions
are given in the last paragraph )
Model B - present tenses, no reference to wnger
him/herself, writer gives a more objective de_scnp-
tion, formal style, writer gives recommendation in
final paragraph

« Model A would probably appear in a letter or

informal report/account, while Model B would ap-
pear in a magazine or travel brochure.

24 1. Key words: describe, centre of town/city, Christ-

mas season

Tenses: present tenses

Information:
Para 1: name and location of city/town
Paras 2, 3: general features (e.g.. appearance
and atmosphere) / particular details (e.g. tt}mgs
to see and do, vendors, Christmas decorations,
shopping, taking pictures with Santa, etc.)
Para 4: comments, feelings about place‘(_e.g.
magnificent place, makes you feel the spirit of
Christmas)

(Brainstorming: T can ask Ss to think of words
related to the topic and write them on the bqard.
(shops, kiosks, vendors, Christmas dacore}nons,
Santa Claus, crowded streets, excited children,
presents, etc.)

2. Key words: describe, restaurant in neighbour-
hood, highly recommend, reasons why worth go-
ing to
Tenses: present tenses

Information: ) '
Para 1: name/type of restaurant and its location
Para 2: general features, (e.g. types of dishes
served, surroundings, decor, atmosphere, etc.)
Para 3: detailed description (e.g. food you have
eaten there, service, prices, etc.)

Para 4: why you would recommend restaurant
(excellent service)

Para 5: why you would recommend restaurant
(reasonable prices)

Para 6: feelings/comments about the place

3. Key words: popular park, pleasant Sunday morm-

ing

Tenses: present tenses

Information: )
Para 1: name and location of park
Para 2: general features, (e.g. appearance qu
atmosphere: lots of trees, lots of people visit it,
etc.)
Para 3: detailed description of the park on a
pleasant Sunday morning (e.g. people there,
thingstoseeand do, suchas: fee_d the cp_cks, see
the animals, lie on grass, ride a bike, knitting, etc.)
Para 4: comments/feelings about park (e.g. re-
laxing)

(Brainstorming: T can ask Ss to think of words
related to the topic and write them on the board e.g.
benches, ducks, pond, grass, trees, flowers, etc.)

4. Keywords: describe place, historical significance,

why important

Tenses: present tense

Information:
Para 1: name and location of place
Para 2: general features (e.g. appearance and
atmosphere) ‘ )
Para 3: detailed description (e.g. things to see
and do) _
Para 4: reasons for importance (e.g. reminder of
glorious past days)
Para 5: reasons for importance (e.g. carefully
preserved)
Para 6: comments/feelings about the place

Key words: describe, famous place, explain whyso
well-known .
Tenses: past tenses to describe your visit, present
tenses to describe features of the place
Information:
Para 1: name and location of place A
Para 2: general features (e.g. surroundings,
appearance, atmosphere, etc.) )
Para 3: detailed description (e.g. things seen/
done such as visit museums/art galleries, do
hy ing, etc.
?’a?ape!: ?easorzs for fame (e.g. cultural interest)
Para 5: reason for fame (e.g. excellent holiday
resort)
Para 6: comments/feelings about place

o
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6. Key words: town, how it will have changed in fifty

years’ time, why changes will have occurred
Tenses: present and future tenses
Information:
Para 1: name and location of town
Para 2: description of town now
Para 3 : description of what you think town will be
like
Para 4: reason for changes (e.g. toimprove living
conditions, e.g. build parks)
Para 5: reason for changes (e.g. to move facto-
ries to another area)
Para 6: comments/feelings about town and pos-
sible changes (happy with them because things
will be improved)

. Key words: describe, new shop, your town, will be

successful, reasons for opinion

Tenses: present and future tenses

Information:
Para 1: name and location of new shop
Paras 2, 3: description of new shop
Para 4: why you think it will be successful (e.g.
sells extraordinary things at reasonable prices)
Para 5: why you think it will be successful (e.g.
owner is friendly and helpful, makes customers
feel at home)
Para 6: comments/feelings about new shop

(Note: Some variation in paragraph plans is possi-
ble.)

Paragraph Plan

Para 1: name/location of place and reason for
visiting

Para 2: general features (medieval stone walls,
busy narrow streets, half-timbered houses, etc.}
Para 3: facilities, sights to see, activities (York
Minster, museums, railway museum, Jorvik Viking
Centre, tea-rooms, coffee-shops, restaurants)
Paras 4, 5: reasons why impressive, with exam-
ples/justification [a) it has been carefully preserved,
b) itincorporates modern life into a historic setting}
Para 6: comments/feelings about town

topic sentences: Situated on two rivers near the
Yorkshire Moors, York is a fascinating and memo-
rable place to explore./Surrounded by high, medi-
eval stone walls, the old part of the town is like a
journey back in time./Of the many things York has
to offer, there are several which stand out in my
mind./One thing that makes York unique among
English towns is the care with which it has been
preserved./Yorkis also notable for thefact thatithas
managed to incorporate modern life into such a
historic setting./The combination of ancient and
modern held such a fascination ...

26
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o0

1.

Present tenses have been used to describe the
place because this remains unchanged and past
tenses have been used to describe the visit itself
which took place in the past. Present Perfect has
been used to show how the city has been pre-
served.

... as fascinating/interesting as some of the ar-
chaeological sites.

. ... as many shops as the shopping centre/one in

Harries Road.

. ... did the number of schools and hospitals being

built.

. ...aswell-equipped asthe Anderson Sports Centre.

... more practical than the layout of our old flat/one.

. ... the more congested the city centre becomes.

Blackpool and Brighton alike have a promenade on
the sea front.

. Compared to the old government buildings, the

new ones (are very different as they) are (more)
modern and lavish./The new government buildings
are modern and lavish compared to the old ones.

. The house | grew up in was (very) similar to the

others in the street.

. In winter the resort is deserted, in contrast with the

summer, when it is swarming with tourists;in con-
trast, it is swarming with tourists in the summer.

. The difference between the two areas is that one is

residential and the other is industrial.

. The new school resembles the old one both in

design and size.

. Despite the fact that Mario’s restaurant is small and

crowded, it is more popular with the locals than the
others./Despite being small and crowded, Mario’s
restaurant is still more popular with the locals than
the others.

Phrases g p / a better
job, a nicer part of town, Nevertheless, Although, a
much better state of ..., a considerably safer place
1o ..., compared to ..., however, newer, more spa-
cious constructions, Unlike before, the crime rate is
higher, people are more cautious, there seemed to
be much more ..., people felt closer, people are
more and more isolated, however, notonly ... but ...,
considerably better maintained than ..., still, much
more important than ...

Paragraph Plan: 1e,2¢,31,4a,5d,6b

The plan is different in that it contains two descrip-
tions of the street: one as it used to be and one as
it is now. It also contains descriptions of how the
street has changed and how the writer feels about
these changes, rather than a simple description of
the place/impression.

(Ex. 28 is a good model for T to use to explain to Ss how
they should adapta given plan to match the composition
task assigned. T should point out that Ss are not obliged
to follow the plan strictly.)

15
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29 (Ex.29canbeassignedas written HW after Ss have done
this orally in class.)

30

(Suggested answers)

Applebury and Bunston are similar in that they both
have plenty of green space.

Applebury has alarge population whereas Bunston
has a small population.

Compared to Bunston, Applebury has limited edu-
cational facilities.

Both Applebury and Bunston have a wide range of
shops.

Applebury has more weaithy people than Bunston.
Both Applebury and Bunston have many things to
see and do.

Para 2: little = few (G)

forbiding = forbidding (S)
unlighted = unlit (G)

Para 3: high = tall WW)

stich = so (WW)

remain = remains (G)

the same more or less = more or less the
same (WO)

Para 4: will transformed = will be transformed/

are (going) to be transformed (G)
more and much = more and more (WW)
areas = area’s (P)

Para 5: In the addition = In addition (WW)

it's = its (G)
all together = altogether (WW)

Paragraph Plan

Introduction
Para 1: name and location of the area, brief
history

Main Body
Paras 2, 3: general features and details
Paras 4, 5: changes which will be made and how
these changes will affect the area

Conclusion
Final Para: final comments and feelings

Tenses
Para 1: Present Simple to describe existing fea-
tures and also Past Simple to describe past
events
Paras 2, 3: Present tense to describe area asitis
now &
Paras 4, 5: Presentand Future tenses to describe
changes to be made in the future
Para 6: Future tense to describe what effect the
changes will have

31 a. 1. well-known landmark, your country, why fa-

mous
2. could be anything which attracts people/tour-
ists (e.g. a famous monument)
3. its location, surroundings and detailed descrip-
tion of it
4. historical interest, memorial, special because of
its construction, etc.
5. introduction
Para 1: location, reason for its importance
Main Body
Para 2: surroundings, first impression {(when
built, what made of)
Para 3: detailed description
Para 4: explanation 1 & justification (e.g. his-
torical interest)
Para 5: explanation 2 & justification (e.g. spe-
cially constructed)
(yourimpressions are included in paras 4 & 5)
Conclusion
Para 6: comments/opinion/feelings/recom-
mendation

b. 1. two areas, your town/city, different, why differ-
ent

2. possibly a wealthy one and a poor one, or an
industrial one and a suburban one, so that the
contrast and comparisons would be striking

3. location, number of people, social status of
people living in each, buildings, streets, parks,
amenities, etc.

4. in contrast, on the other hand, however, ai-
though, but, also, too, furthermore, etc. and
comparative structures suchas: more and more,
as ... as, ... than, etc.

5. Introduction

Para 1: name and location of the two areas
Main Body
Para 2: description of first area
Para 3: description of second area
Para 4: explanation 1 and example of how
these two areas differ (e.g. social status of
people)
Para 5: explanation 2 and example of how
these two areas differ (e.g. buildings, atmos-
phere, etc.)
Conclusion
your feelings/opinion on the subject

32 Ss can use their answers to the questions in Ex. 31 and
write the composition.
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1

2

1

* Information to be ticked:

- quite small - Venetian
- heavy - glass
- late 18th century - one handie, small base
- round - family heirloom
- plain
- green
* (Suggested answer)

Itis a late 18th century Venetian pitcher which is a
family heirloom. Although it is quite small, it is
heavy. It is round with one handle and a small base
and is made of green glass. Its plain and simple
design gives it a unique charm.

a)  (taken from a catalogue/advertisement)
1. brass 3. arabic
2. ivory 4, second

b) (taken from a story)
1. flickering 3. clay
2. dark 4. obscure

©) (taken from a catalogue/leafiet)
1. shimmering 3. single

2. delicate 4. round
d) (taken from a story)

1. wooden 3. taut

2. slender 4. sweet

* - Words used to describe album:

- old

- beautifully bound in leather

- family crest embossed on the cover in gold
leaf

Name of festival: the Dragon Boat Festival

Time: 5th day of the 5th month in Chinese lunar
calendar

Reason: to remember the tragic suicide of a politician
Preparations: repaint boats, train for boat races
Actual Day: boat races, eat rice cakes

Feelings: an unforgettable experience

(Suggested answer)

The Dragon Boat festival takes place on the fifth day of
the fifth month in the Chinese lunar calendar. It is held
to remember the tragic suicide of a politician. Before
the day itself, boats are repainted and competitors train
in preparation for the race itself. Onthe actual day, boat
races are held and people eat rice cakes to remember
the rice dumplings that were thrown into the water a
long time ago. The Dragon Boat festival is an unforget-
table experience.

Unit 3 - Describing Objects

- slightly tatty (corners)

- in surprisingly good condition

- the leather creaked under the strain
- faint scent of lavender

- faded old sepia prints

« Paragraph Plan

Paragraph 1: where/when/how album was found
Paragraph 2: general description of album
Paragraph 3: detailed description of contents of
album

Paragraph 4: explanation 1 of why album is
important (sentimental value)

Paragraph 5: explanation 2 of why album is
important (reveals a world you haven't experi-
enced)

Paragraph 6: comments/afterthoughts about
album

« Suggested Paragraph Plan

Paragraph 1: introduce your favourite toy, when
you were given it, etc.

Paragraph 2: general description of toy
Paragraph 3: detailed description of toy; how
you played with i, etc.

Paragraph 4: explanation 1 of why toy is/was
important and example (e.g. present from your
grandfather — sentimental value)

Paragraph 5: explanation 2 of why toy is/was
important and example (e.g. unique, you don’t
see such craftsmanship in the toys they produce
nowadays)

Paragraph 6: comments about favourite toy

e Unit 4 - Describing FestivaIs/Events/Gerenionies —

+ Model A - Paragraph Plan

Introduction
Para 1: name/place of event/reason for attending

{Halloween, held at friend’s house/to help out
with the arrangements)

Main Body

Para 2: preparations (brought a box of materials
that could be useful, masks and costumes were
made, lanterns were made)

Para 3: description of actual event {(screaming
children, me running around in a mask trying to
scare the children, prizes were awarded for best
costumes, games were organised, children left
the party ina noisy group, trying to scare passers-
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Para 4: explanation 1 & reason (rediscovered
having fun, was able to get into the party spirit,
good excuse for escapism, opportunity to expe-
rience child-like joy)

Para 5: explanation 2 & reason (reminded me of
my childhood, excitement)

Conclusion
Para 6: feelings, comments, final thoughts (never
had been significant before but now regular event
for me/everyone should have chance to feel like
a child)

« Model B - Paragraph Plan

Introduction
Para 1: name/date/place of event, reason for
celebrating (Halloween, 31st October, popularin
America/held to celebrate the souls of the dead
walking among the living}

Main Body
Para 2: preparations (ghost and witch costumes
and masks are made, lanterns are made)
Paras 3, 4: description of actual event (evening
- children wander the streets dressed in cos-
tumes, knocking on doors saying "Trick or treat'/
sometimes parties are held with story telling,
dancing, games, special drinks are made and
served with pumpkin pie)

Conclusion
Final Para: feelings, comments, final thoughts

(good excuse to dress up/remains popular and is
eagerly anticipated)

« Pasttenses have been used in Model A because it
is a description of an event in the past. This model
could have been written for a magazine, a school
newspaper, etc.

+ Present tenses have been used in Model B to
describe an annual event. This model could be
found in a popular magazine, in a school news-
paper or a book on customs and traditions.

(Note: After Ss have done Ex. 2 T asks them to close
their books and say as many words as they can remem-
ber related to Halloween e.g. lantern, pumpkin, Trick or
Treat, etc. T can ask Ss ifthere is a similar event which
takes place in their country and to describe it.)

» Key Words

1. festival, another country, like to attend; de-
scribe, explain importance

2. Describe religious ceremony, your country.

3. Describe celebration, attended as child. Why
remember this one.

4. Describe ceremony of national event, explain
importance.

« Tenses to be used

1. conditionals, present tenses, future tenses
2. present tenses

3. pasttenses

4, present tenses

- Paragraph plan - Information to be included in .

each paragraph

1. Para 1: set the scene: name of festival you |
would like to attend, where it takes place; how °
long it lasts; where you heard about it, etc.
Para 2: preparations (if known)

Para 3: description of the actual event

Paras 4, 5: importance of festival, why you
would attend it :
Para 6: comments, expectations

2. Para 1: setthe scene: name, time/date, place,
reason(s) for taking place
Para 2: preparations
Para 3: description of the actual religious cer-
emony
Para 4: important details about the religious
ceremony
Para 5: comments, final thoughts

(T points out that there is no "Explain" section
in this composition task.)

3. Para 1: set the scene: name, time, place,
reason(s) for celebrating
Para 2: preparations
Para 3: description of the actual celebration
Paras 4, 5: explain why you remember it
Para 6: feelings, comments, final thoughts

4. Para 1: set the scene: name, time, place,
reason(s) why the ceremony is held
Para 2: preparations
Para 3: description of the ceremony itself
Paras 4, 5: explain why the ceremony isimpor-
tant to the people in your country
Para 6: comments, final thoughts

After Ss have done Ex. 3 T asks them to say as many
words as possible related to the following events and
writes them on the board.

carnival: street parade, brightly-coloured costumes,
band, dancers, street party, floats, confetti, etc.
religious ceremony: relic, parade, procession, effigy,
worship, etc.

May day: May pole, dancers, wreaths, collect, country-
side, etc.

Christmas: Christmas tree, presents, decorations,
carols, cards, champagne, etc.

National event: medal, parade, march, memorial serv-
ice, wreaths, national anthem, commemorate, veteran,
one-minute silence, etc.
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4 (Suggested answers) Para 5:
Participated = Participating (G)

A Thefestival of Shrove Tuesday is held on the eve of
effected = affected (WW)

Unit 5 - Narratives

Ash Wednesday, when the forty-day fast before
Easter begins. The day has cometo be knowntothe
English as Pancake Day since, traditionally, pan-
cakes are made by housewives to use up the last
eggs and milk that are not eaten during Lent. Until
the 19th century, Shrove Tuesday was celebrated
by holding carnivals during which ball games were
played, pancakes were eaten and mead was drunk.
Carnivals are held and the same tradition is kept
alive in other parts of the world.

Para 6:
listen = hear (WW)
in the perfect = in perfect (G)

Paragraph Topic - Topic Sentences -

Tenses used

Para 1: set the scene: name, time/date, place of
event,. reason for organising it: bike ride, July,
Witherington, raise money to send a local boy to
America

1 (Suggested answers)

It must be the story of a successful lawyer who was
kidnapped. Someone, maybe his wife offers a reward
for any information regarding the missing lawyer. The
lawyer is found in a shelter for the homeless, in ragged
clothes. He looks like a tramp. He may have forgotten
who he is.

5

Senses:

cool of the morning - touch

scorching heat - touch

beat down relentlessly - touch

the smell of parched earth and dry scrub - smell
heat of the stony track - touch

burned the soles of his feet - touch

call of a bird - hearing

strained breathing of the three men - hearing
Present tenses are used to describe the eventas it Introduction does not require a topic sentence as it 2 ; i?:‘:eia;??—éilzmysiedre his office absolute silence ?healing
is celebrated now. Past tenses are used to describe sets the scene. a' Warm barren African landscape - sight
the event as it was celebrated in the past. Para 2: preparations: meetings, route, sponsor 4. October looked at Gideon and Michael's anxious faces -
forms, advertising campaign s hi i i sight
The Park Jazz Festival was awaited with anticipa- In the weeks ... rr?ads. g :‘I:r'fl:g overthe head with ahard and heavy object. 9 ) X
tion. Articles about the arriving musicians, were Para 3: the actual event = gathered at starting 7' She calls the police, then has her husband’s picture + emotions: oppressed, anxious, faces, sighed,
puplished by the local newspaper and hotel rooms point, hot-air balloon, cyclists and bikes, cheering ) published in news, p apers offering a large reward. added gently
;v"hmh hafd begn ?10‘:}@? pyhthiloca:kcouncn were crowds 8. She finds a job organising fund-raising events for a + 1. Inthe (recent) past somewhere in Africa.
ling upfast. Onthefirstnight, the park was packed The day ... success. charity organisation which feeds and shelters the 2. extremely hot and dry
with peopIP: and the first act was introduced by the Par_a 4: why it was |mpom_ant: how much can be city's homeless. While she is visiting one of the 3. Doctor McLintock, Gideon and Michael; they
mayor. During the weekend modern and traditional achieved through cooperation, great sense of com- organisation hostels she comes across her hus- feel anxious, tired, oppressed
azz and biues were performed by over twenty-four munity spirit and achievement band 4. The sight of the barren African landscape, the
soloistsAand bands. Everyone’s spirits were lifted by Never before ... cooperation. . . oppressive heat, the smell of the dry, parr,:he d
he festival. Para 5: sense of personal satisfaction - | decided to 3 A 2. enters house finds no one earth and dry scrub, the sound of the strained
Pasttenses are used because itis an eventwe have becomeanurse 3. searches house - 1o burglars - nothing missing breathing of the men
attended. Participated ... being's life. 5. man rolls himself to sitting position - embar- 5. (Suggested answer) They continue walking
Para 6: final thoughts/feelings = event remem- rassed until they come to the village. The doctor exam-
1. exhilarating 3. gleaming be:fec:ﬂfar a“:? ng time, worthwhile cause, boy in 6. explains why he's there and what he’s doing ines a woman (Michaet or Gideon's wife) who
2. handsomely 4. picturesque pertect heal . has been seriously ill. He tells them she is out of
] int biissiul The event ... to come. B Para 1: cold feeling, gripped me, felt my pulse danger. They are relieved and grateful.
2 g:rli':]g g gi:edu « Tenses: past tenses because we are narrating a quicke['n i hed lightly with s
3 radiant 6. romantic past event. Para 2 scarcely bre_athmg, pusl ightly with my 6 (Suggested answer)
fingertips, deathly silent, tiptoed, peering into Tom crouched down in the dense undergrowth, his
1. fantastic 5. heartily 1. key words: describe festival you attended, explain Para 3: heaved a sigh of relief, heartbeat slowed, body concealed by the thick leaves of the bush.
2. bizarre 6. huge popularity shock subsided ) ) Staring at the jungle in front of him, he felt the sweat
3. gorgeously 7. delicious 2. religious, music, camival, etc. Para 4: | hesitated, puzzled, cautiously climbed, | run down his aching back. He heard flies buzzing
4. rousing 3. past tenses for the narration part (e.g. when you turned quickly towards, to be confronted by around him, and a few crawled over the cuts on his
attended, where itwas held, etc.), presenttenses to Para 5: what on earth, demanded cheek, but he didn't brush them away. He had to stay
Para 1: give factual information about the festival (e.g. it is Para 6: rolled himself slowly, ruffiing his thinning motionless - any movement could be deadly. After
excelent = excellent (S) held every year to commemorate ... etc.) and hair, looking embarrassed, mumbled, sighed some time he felt his eyes grow heavy. The oppressive
in = on (WW) present perfect/present tenses to explain its popu- humidity was making him tired. Suddenly, he heard a
take place = take part/participate (WW) larity (e.g. people have been celebrating this event 4 (Suggested answer) rustle of hes. His heart p in his ears, he
Para 2: for years, etc.) 1. Inthe present, somewhere in Africa. slowly raised his rifle and aimed if in front of him.
were been made = had been made (G) 4. to celebrate something that happened in the past, 2. Very hot and dry. Holding his breath, he released the safety catch.
rise = raise (WW) helps keep traditions alive, etc. 3. One is an archaeologist, the others are guides.
addreses = addresses (S) 5. Paragraph plan They feel hot and tired but excited. 7 1. B 2. C 3. A
Para 3: Introduction 4. « scrubs, mountains, a lone bird circling above Beginnings
The day it was = The day (itself) was (G) Para 1: set the scene (name, place of event) + the smell of the dry earth, an occasional cry of o . ) )
Early everyone woke = Everyone woke early Main Body a bird, the breathing of the men. 1. description of surroundings, feelings, creating sus-

(WO)
surrounded with = surrounded by (WW)
Crowds cheering = Cheering crowds (WO)
passed = past (WW)
were given all = were all given (WO)
Para 4:
I had = had | (G)
which = who (G)

Para 2: preparations
Para 3: actual day
Para 4: explanation 1 for its popularity (celebrate
sth happened in the past ... unites people)
Para 5: explanation 2 (helps keep traditions alive
- people don't forget their roots)

Conclusion
Final Para: feelings, comments, final thoughts
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« the sun beating down on their heads, the sweat
trickling down their bodies; out of breath

. The three men reached the top of the hill. There in

front of them stood the ancient monolith that they
had been searching for for the last four years. Their
quest was finally over.

pense (a, d, €)-

2. directspeech, creating mystery/suspense, descrip-

tion of place, people (b, d, a)

3. rhetorical question, refers to feelings/moods, ad-

dresses the reader directly (c, e, f)
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Successful Writing Proficiency = Unit 5: Narrati
& ves C - Joe sat on the train rehearsing his speech 17 Parai Para 4
Endings | - Joe works for an organisation that rescues lions shone = streamed sat = slumped
A referstofeeli ] . 4. C:thy sfrontdoor was notonly standing wide open from badly kept zoos moved = swirled looked = stared
- .0 ngs/moods, asks arhetorical question when she got home, but the lock had also been - he had been working on the release of “Zorro” for made a noise = rustled moving = drifting
B. ute afdi ) , ) broken. months and has almost ensured his freedom staying = lingering put = tossed
- fse_ irect speech, describes reaction to-events, Not only was Cathy’s front door standing wide - this was the final speech he would make on not good = in ruins
. l;aellng‘;bs or moods (a, ¢, b) open-when she got home, but the lock had also Zorro’s behalf P
2 p:z:: (25 (;?actron to events, creates mystery/sus- s 3\[9‘3" broken. o - Joe meets with the government officials whose vPvara: 2 _ orated Ioafins up = lifting her
,d) - w:e?relk\’;z: :serg';o injoy Vlslttltl:g my grandparents signature was necessary to guarantee Zoro’s a::;isaewiya; nggar © h:a " g up = fitting
i " - child, because they were often stri ~
miﬂczﬁzzgggnzc:;fjs{(s;’ tqunger{lngthealﬂect/ve- with us, Y o - rlec:za:ises speech alot = aflurry smiling = grinning
ings. Ss, then close ,he,-,lgm:: Zn; g;:lgngs a"%:”d' Seldom did we use to enjoy visiting my grandpar- - officials are impressed by Joe’s speech and sign quick = frenzied nicely = warmly
marny as possible. e.g. brightly-coloured ﬁrsehmﬁrl:’derxas- etr;it;wh?qn jve® @ ohikd bacauise thay were cftsn - Joe s overjoyed Para 3 Para 6
ter world, etc.) T strict with us. . Zorro taken from zoo to African Safari Park where said = wailed looked at = admired
. . he is looked after until he is ready to be released stories = rumours happy = thrilled
8 2C 3.C 4. C 5 A 11 chronological .order. - Joe flies to Africa to witness Zorro's release very surprised = stunned | new = fresh
1. went on holiday took = gathered later part = autumn
9 1. When 5. after 2. decided to go for a last swim 13 A breeze whistle A seagulls cry walked = stumbled big = radiant
2. sometimes 6. until 3. drifted into current B thunder  rumble A sails flap was seen on = lit up
3. while 7. Meanwhile 4. began to feel tired A waves splash B tyres  squeal
4. before 8. by the time g 90:]?’:;? B rain trickle A wood  creak 18 Techniques
X c i i i
Tense identificati 7 f;i,:auy rescued B engines  throb B siren  wail describing weather (clear, crisp autumn morning,
ion 8. developed fear of wat wind), surroundings (trees lining the road, fallen leaves,
| was - Past Simple (time in the past) : P ot water 14 A sun warm A spray  salty bonfires), etc., using the senses (wind made her
would be left - conditional passive voice (past habit) (Before Ss retell the story in their own words, T should B lightning ﬂaShk i g breeze  stiff d cheeks tingle; walk briskly, pale sunlight shone, leaves
| was playing - Past Continuous. (action which was remind Ss that they should use appropriate time words : waves Sll)al' ling tarmgc :racke moved and made a noise, smell of borfires)
interrupted by another) . : to link events. Ex. 11 can be assigned as written HW.) B ;{vert]tstreel g"eaclp g ;: louds ‘Iul_‘:y time words / phrases
| decided - Past Simple (interrupting action) Ights nding umes ral P
Q:So:;mhed - Past Perfect (action before other past ~ 12 (Suggested answers) 15 (Suggested answer) l;ara L a;;. while, half a century ago
had put - Past Perf ) . ) A - Janet's 25th birthday. She wants to arrange a y . . ara 2: the moment
‘erfect (action before other past action) party The sky was suddenly lit up by a flash of lightning. A Para 3: now, before
| began - Past Simple (past action) : - invites all her friends to help her celebrate long, slow rumble of thunder indicated the storm's Parad: after
was getting - Past Continuous (action happening at the - one by one all her friends turh down the invitation proximity and it started to rain again, the clouds still Para5: then, as soon as
same time as another action) - Janet upset that her fri p heavy after that afternoon’s downpour. The wet streets
had f . P at her friends don’t want to come . . ) " Main events / emotions
ad inished - Past Perfect (action before another past - as she cannot make other arrangements to suit looked like ice, gleaming with the reflection of blinding i i
jvcef:t;n) ing - Past G everybody, she cancels party headlights. The bikes raced on, engines throbbing, Eara ;: walks'tot wz_rk //nostallgw, h«?ppmess
rising - Past Continuous (actiornt happening at the - .arranges to h: i i i tyres squealing, until they reached the docks. ara 2: arrival at office / puzzlement
same time as another action) 9 ins!eagd 0 have dinner with her best friend Y Para3: news of takeover and dismissal / shock, dis-
) - Janet goes to pick up her friend 16 (Suggested answer) appointment
1. Lightswerera i idni ; . : X . : i i jecti
i r% alisad thax':‘l)ﬁ:tm rE’l;e Sr;::f‘et;m at mrl'dmght,. so - friends have organised a surprise party for her blazing sun, cool water, restful scene, refreshing spray, EZ‘: ;. gg:: ;?ng:: /a;g:gzrgdepressmn, dejection
that night. ge was happening B luscious greenery, dense undergrowth, water cascad- Para 6: realises she has a future / relief, happiness
Rarely were lights on in the mu t midni - ‘Sarahtakesthe paperfromher pocketandreaches ing over the cliff edge, screeching birds, chattering : : !
5o realised that something stranszuv?;sa h;n e o thophone monkeys, humid atmosphere, warm breeze, Whisper- 49 (5 do the exercises working in closed pairs, then T
that night g ppening < piece of paper is a newspaper advert for a book ing trees heck iainingjeliciting th ey of
o MO, e (rad)toldLincian called “Get Rich - Quick” cl eﬁ ] agswers explaining/eliciting the meaning o
recognised Erig. who v st; " tonb: glz gﬁg;e":::::?f - S?rah phones the company for the nearest stock- After hacking my way through dense undergrowth | each word,)
hers. 18! turned the corner and was delighted by the restful A Look/See: glance, glimpse, inspect, peep, peer,
Not until he (had) told Linda his haine did sh - goes to the bookshop and finds the book scene. Here the mountain stream turns into a cascad- squint; (suggested) peruse, etc.
recoghnise Eric, who used to be a schoolfr-I : ef < Sarah goesto pay butis stopped at the cashdesk ing waterfall, tumbling over the cliff edge and crashing Gestures: nod, signal, (suggested) shake one's
hers. o g tend of :_?;:::’ mﬂ_"é;gef hor that be onto the rocks below. The cliff itself is covered in head; brandish, shake one’s fist, etc.
3. The rollercoaster had no - ger informs her that because she is the luscious greenery and the trees seem to whisper in the Walk: plod, saunter, step, stride, trudge, wander;
than | knew that | had maitzo:grrsittj:i’i;?a Lneoze gooks'jlop s millionth customer she wins £5000 warm breeze. Only the screeching birds and chattering (suggested) stagger, stumble, skip, etc.
agreeing o get on, y - a;r;h is delighted and goes shopping immedi- monkeys could be heard above the waterfall as | lay B Move: dash, jump, plunge, sprint, siither, tiptoe;
> resting in the blazing sun. " ’ ™ T ! ’ ’
t'::nsloz:::v T::t tlh: ;ollercoaster sltanedlto move - Safah buys lots of things to redecorate her little 9 < (suggested) breeze, slide, slip, etc.
ey e ad made a terrible mistake by flat Speak: bellow, groan, mumble, mutter, roar, shout;
gl g to get on. - ;Ir|1 her dr;’aams have come true thanks to that (Es;;?rgeissi? Siggf:x"emugrrrinrrk\j;(:te)arg;i:tc‘scowl smirk,
one cal : 3 . 8 ) g
sneer; (suggested) glower, look daggers, etc.
Hold: clutch, crush, embrace, grasp, seize, snatch;
(suggested) cling to cradle, etc.
22
21
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1. wearily, sadly
2.

. crept 5. paused 9. grinning
. glimpsed 6. spotted 10. glared
. Darting 7. striding

. glanced 8. sprinting

underlined words: sprawled, leafing through,
chewed, slurped .

circled words: noisily, glossy, soft

Simplified form: Daphne lay on the sofa, reading
amagazine, chewing gum and drinking asoft drink.
(bored, impatient)

underlined words: brows knitted, stared, scratch-
ing, drumming, sighed

circled words: knitted, blankly, deeply, reluctantly
Simplified form: Alexlooked atthe computer screen,
puzzled, and reached for the phone. (confused,
irritated)

underlined words: gazed, nudging, pointing
circled words: abruptly, wide, unblinking, dazzling

Simplified form: The children stopped to admire
the toys in the shop window. (amazed, longingly)

3. painfully, concerned

impatiently, slowly 4. violently, furiously

(Ssdothe exercise, then Twrites the following headings
onthe board and completes it with Ss using words from

e.g.

Ex. 23)
noun verb adjective | opposite
amusement | amuse | amused |unhappy
calmness calm calm nervous
cheerfulness | cheer cheerful | depressed

etc.

Happiness Fear
amused alarm enthusiasm
bliss (n) anxious exhilarating
cheerful dread stirring
delighted frightened (suggested)
ecstatic panic moving
glad temper electrifying
(suggested) | terified eager
pleased (suggested) | vigorous, etc.
jubilant scare
merry, etc. timid

afraid

uneasy, etc.
Sorrow Anger Various
depressing annoyed calm
miserable irritating patience
melancholy | infuriating puzzled
mournful upset regret
(suggested} | (suggested) | satisfaction
dejected cross (suggested)
sombre displeased bewildered
distressed resentful, mysterious
gloomy, etc. | etc. sensitive, etc.

24
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(After Ss do Ex. 24, T canask Ss to make sentences using
the words which haven't been used in the sentences.
e.g. John was disappointed when he failed his test.)

1. appalled 4. delightful
2. sympathise 5. devastated
3. enthusiastically
A 1. huge 6. whispered
2. extremely 7. terribly
3. tiny 8. pleasant
4. awful 9. brightly
5. raging 10. lovely
B 1. glaring 6. rainswept
2. muttering 7. burst
3. furious 8. hurled
4. marched 9. screaming
5. peered 10. terrified

2. Greg looked at me with his eyes bulging, grinding
his teeth and ripping his hair out, he was red with
anger.

3. Sue stood with her legs crossed, blushing and
giggling with her eyes lowered.

4. Jim tiptoed quietly out of the room, taking a furtive
glance over his shoulder, as he hid the documents
in the inside pocket of his raincoat.

{T reminds Ss of the use of comma, exclamation mark,
apostrophe, fullstop, question mark, inverted commas
and capital letters then Ss do Ex. 27.)

“Gol” yelled the skydiving instructor. The first stu-
dent jumped out of the plane. “Go!” the instructor
shouted to the next student in line.

“l can't do it”, the terrified novice wailed. “I'm
scared.”

“Look, ifyou don’tjump now you'llnever be allowed
to try again,” the instructor snapped over the noise of
the aeroplane.

“But, but,” the student stammered, “I have a wife
and two children.”

“Come on, it's not dangerous. Just get a hold of
yourself and remember what you've learned.”

The nervous student looked out the plane door and
saw the green fields below. “O.K,, I'll do it!” he ex-
claimed with determination and jumped.

The parachute opened properly and he floated
gently towards the ground. “I bet you were terrified,”
teased his wife when he touched down.

“No!” he laughed, “I can’t wait to do it again!

{Suggested answer)

Slamming the door behind him, Mike leapt down
the steps. He was furious that someone had taken his
dog. He ran upto the stranger and stood directly in front
of him.

Mike glared angrily at the man walking Rex. “Where
are you going with my dog?” he demanded. As the man
looked at Mike in amazement, he noticed a dog that

23
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looked exactly like his rushing towards Mike's front
door.

Pointing at the dog sitting on the step, the puzzied

stranger said, “It's my dog! Your dog’s over there!”
Mike rapidly turned his head to see what he was talking
about. To ‘Mike's' surprise, there sat Rex, patiently
waiting for Mike to open the-door. Feeling himself
beginning to blush with embarrassment, Mike mum-
bled a brief apology and hurriedly turned back towards
his house.

Time words/phrases that should be underlined:
A few hours earlier, Then, before, After, Now, until,
the previous week, today, At that moment, Finally,
later, by that time

1. heard 9. spoke

2. became 10. was saying

3. was sitting 11.  had been carried out
4. took 12. arrived

5. was pushed 13. put

6. had committed 14, had been treated

7. led 15. would be

8. sprang

Paragraph 2

1 - Angus - carefree tourist looking forward to an
exotic holiday.

2 Three policemen arrest him.

3 He is raced to the police station.

Paragraph 3

§ He is taken into a small room.

6 Tall man in uniform enters room and speaks to
Angus.

7 Angus is accused of robbery.

Paragraph 4
8 Angus denies the accusation

Paragraph 5

9 telephone rings
10 - Senior Officer apologises to Angus
11 - Angus is told that he is free

Paragraph 6

12 Angus steps out into warm night air, thankful
that ordeal is over. .

13 He decides to fiy home immediately.

The second paragraph uses flashback narration.

(Suggested answer)

Angus went somewhere for a holiday. On his first day
there, he was arrested by three policemen. They
brought him to the police station where they put
himinacell. Two policemen opened the cell doorand
took him to-a'small room. A senior officer walked in
and spoke to Angus in broken English. Angus was
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relieved that finally he could understand someone
until he realised the Senior Officer was accusing him
of a robbery that had been committed the previous
week. Angus denied the accusation by telling him
that he had arrived to their country that day. Some-
one called the senior officer and when he finished
talking on the phone, he apologised to Angus and
told him he was free to go. Angus walked out of the
police station. He was still a bit terrified by what he
had experienced that day but he was thankful it was
over. He decided to fly home immediately.

(Ss say their version of the story in class then T assigns.
it as written HW.) :

A

mm o O

flashback narration - need to explain what has
happened

chronological narration - “aboutto” - no needto talk
about past

flashback narration - need to explain-what has
happened

flashback narration - need to explain what has
happened

either - no specific time given

chronological narration - looking forward to future
events

ModelA: B.2 C.3
ModelB: A. 3 B. 1 C. 2

Model B usesflashback narration. Flashback events
are.included in paragraphs B and C.

Past Perfect is used for these events.

Ss can start-narrating this story from paragraph F
when Peter is in hospital and Michael talks to him. T
can assign this as written HW.

Techniques used:

Beginnings

A._describing the scene / rhetorical question

B. Direct speech/ referring to feelings and moods
/ creating mystery

C. addressing the reader directly / creating mys-
tery

Endings

1. Directspeech/referringtofeelings (unexpected
ending)

2. Direct speech (unexpected ending)

3. Rhetorical question (unexpected ending)

The story is narrated by the person involved in the 1
incident (1st person narration).

Para 1: begun - G - began
Stood - G - Standing
a-WW -the
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Para2: has left- G - had left
at-WW - to
little - G - few
which - G - where
back - G- no preposition needed (return =
come back)
familie’s - S - family’s
such-G-so
that - G - which (‘that” can’t be used after
acomma) .
Para3: in- WW-on
it - WW - there
will - G - would
only for - WO - for only
this - P - This
Para 4: wandered - WW - wondered
would he - WO - he would
to - G - (no preposition needed)
Para 5:- was noticing - G - noticed
asleep fast - WO - fast asleep
taped - S - tapped
excited - G - excitedly
leaved - S lived

Events in chronological order:
Paragraph 2 = Event 1
Paragraph 1 = Event 2
Paragraph 3 = Event 3
Paragraph 4 = Event 4
Paragraph 5 = Event 5

Suggested title: The Homecoming

* human drama, adventure
« Flashback narration is required because of the

'tense (Past Perfect had been) whichis used inthe
instructions.

N

@

. Describing Places

Describe a well-known holiday destination and
account for its popularity.

. Para 1: Name/location of the holiday destination,

reason for choosing to write about the place
?aras 2, 3: General features and details (surround-
ings, facilities)

Para 4: First reason place is popular {e.g. beautiful
beaches, a lot of local colour)

Para 5: Second reason place is popular (e.g. Much
to see/do, such as archaeological sites, shops,
restaurants) '
Final Para: comments/feelings about the place
and/or a recommendation

. Present Simple, Present Perfect to explain why the

place is popular.

. Formal - if it is written as an article.

* It depends on what the story will be about. If it is
abou} an event which happened at wartime, then
specialised vocabulary is needed. If the story is
about_someone whois arrested atthe airportthen
there is no need to use specialised vocabulary.

* Suggested plot

- a bgsinessman flies back to his country after
having attended a business meeting

when he lands in his country he realises he
has lost his passport

he'is arrested

he is taken to the police

his wife is called

police let him go

b« mystery

* addressing the reader directly; using. direct
speech; rhetorical question; reference to emo-
tions/reactions, etc.

* No, it is I:IOt. The .story can be developed in
chronological order. If, however, you want to
gg;lelop the story using flashback this is accept-

e.

+ after, since, then, before, later on, etc.

+ Suggested plot
- sb visits his grandparents’ cottage ati

have died ge afer they
he comes across the locked door

he forces the door open

he finds toys and an album

he rea_lises these belong to his father’s brother
who died when he was eight years old

36 (S§ can use their answers to the questions in Ex. 35 and
write the composition.)

Study Check 1

6. Begin by presenting factual information (name of

placg, location) and stating why you have chosen
to write about this place. End by making comments
about the place and/or a recommendation.

. Describing People

. Describe a prominent person from the past whom

you_wish you could meet, giving reasons for your
choice.

. Para 1: Whothe person is, why he/she is prominent

Paras 2, 3: Description of appearance, i

ras 2, 3: ! , personali
(+justification), life and lifestyle (Only aspects th;{
are relevant)

Para 4: 1streason why | wish | could meet him/her.
Para 5: 2nd reason why | wish | could meet him/her
Final Para : comments/feelings about the person
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. Past tenses to describe the person (paragraphs 2-

3) because thewords the past require adescription
of sb who is no longer alive. Conditional & Present
tenses to express your opinion, feelings and rea-
sons why you wish you could meet this person
because itis an unreal situation. (e.g. I wish| could
meet him so that | could ask him ...)

. Aspects related to life/lifestyle (e.g. profession,

ambitions, achievements, etc.) Other aspects (ap-
pearance, behaviour, family, hobbies) might be
unknown when describing prominent people from
the past.

. Yes, because it is required by the topic.

Possible reasons (suggested answers)

Christopher Columbus

- Sothat| could get a first hand account of what
it was like when they first arrived in the New
World.

- To see if what we think we know about that
time bears any resemblance to the truth.

. Yes, otherwise the story won't be successful.
. Yes, if you wanted to start describing the opportu-

nity and go back to explain how/why it had arisen.
No, if you wanted to start by describing the oppor-
tunity and continue by explaining whether/how you
took advantage of it and the conseguences, and
thus wanted to explain.in chronological order.

Time and place, people involved, when the oppor-
tunity arose, as well as why.

Past Continuous to describe the weather, the activ-
ity at the time/place story begins. Past Tense to
describe feelings/thoughts/actions.

. Begin with Narrative techniques (S’s Book p. 28)

(Suggested beginnings)

. “It's a chance of a lifetime, Jake!” said Marty
enthusiastically, as he put down a stack of
papers onmy desk. |was doubtful and mistrust-
ful, as it was not the first time I'd heard those
same words.

+ It was a grey, wintry Thursday afternoon and |
was stuck at home waiting for a phone call.
Bored and restless, | switched on the radio just
as a voice said, “If you pick up the phone now
and dial this number, your life will change
forever!”

End with closing comments on feelings about the
events that occurred.

n
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. (Suggested answer)

. Describeavisitto arestaurantinyour country and

. Location, type of restaurant, description of building

(Suggested endings)

«+  Asthe plane was taking off taking us to Hawaii
| locked at Marty and smiled. He was right.
These things happen only once in a lifetime.

+  Thatwas the best thing which had happened in
my life in the last ten years. And it was only the
beginning.

« Ayoung actor is the understudy of the leading
actor in a major theatrical production.

«  One day the leading actor has an accident and
cannot appear.

«  Understudy has the opportunity to perform the
leading role in front of a large audience.

+  Afamous theatrical critic sees him, isimpressed
and gives him a rave review.

« Theyoungactorbecomesan overnight success
and is offered the leading role in the next major
production of the theatre.

give your i of the phere, decor,

service and food.

(exterior/interior).

Yes, because the topic asks for a description of a
visit to a restaurant.

Examples (Suggested answers)

- As we entered the restaurant, we were immedi-
ately impressed by the unusual decor.

. The waiter came over to our table carrying a
beautiful ice-cream flambe. "Compliments of
the chef,” he said, smiling.

« Introduction - name of place/location. Using
narrative techniques say why/with whom | went
there.

« Para 2 - description of restaurant, impressions
of atmosphere/decor.

. Para 3 - describe the meal (narrative tech-
niques)

+ Para 4 - impressions of service/food

«  Final Para - comments/feelings and/or recom-
mendation.

. Informal. Because it would include a narration ofa

personal experience.

Use ofthe senses (to describe decor, food, etc) and
description of activity (to suggest mood, atmos-
phere)

. Describing festivals/events/ceremonies

Describe the activities and atmosphere at a cel-
ebration or festival in your country.

Formal, because itis a general, factual description
of an annual event.
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Present tenses as it is a description of events,
preparation, etc, that take place every year.

The topic does not ask for a description of a
personal experience, therefore an impersonal de-
scription using descriptive techniques (use of
senses, words describing activity, mood, atmos-
phere, etc.) would be appropriate.

(Suggested answers)

Brightly-coloured floats and groups of dancing
children dressed in dazzling costumes paraded
down the street amid the blaring sounds of music,
excited shouts and happy laughter of the specta-
tors.

The warm, bright day was perfect for the carnival,
and | happily mingled with the excited crowds that
were lining the streets in anticipation.

Para 1: Set the scene (name, time/date, place of
event, reason(s) for celebrating)

Para 2: Preparations (decorations, rehearsals, etc)
Paras 3, 4: Description of actual event (costumes,
food, atmosphere, etc)

Final Para: feelings, comments, final thoughts

. A suitable story outline (the main event/s), and a

plot (how the story will begin, in what order the
events will be presented, the ending, and who the
characters will be)

Itis possible to use flashback narration, though this
topic would be easier to write without one. You
should listthe events thattook place after “she read
the letter” chronologically without making refer-
ences to the past.

Past Simple to refer to actions, feelings, events.
Past Continuous to set the scene (weather descrip-
tion, etc.). Past Perfect to refer to events prior to
those with which the story begins. (especially in
flashback narration).

. | could use one or more of the techniques on p. 28

(S’s book): use of direct speech, reference to feel-
ings/mood, description of people’s reactions, a
rhetorical question, by creating mystery or sus-
pense.

. Vivid descriptlon of place/atmosphere/mood us-

ing descriptive adjectives, words that refer to the
senses; words that express feelings/reactions and
emotions; use of direct speech/dialogue; tech-
niques for beginning and ending stories p. 28 (S’s
book).

. Plot (Suggested answer)

Introduction: A woman receives a letter from an
adoption agency with information on who her real
family is. Letter contains name of a woman and a
phone. number.

Flashback: Events in the past describing her efforts
throughout the years to find out where she is really
from, if she has family, who they are.

~

[

2.

3.

Return to present: She contacts the woman who
turns out to be her sister.

. Describing a place
. Describe a typical market, in your country and

for its

. Present Simple to describe the market becauseiitis

ageneral description of a place as itis now. Present
Simple/Present Perfect to talk about its continuing
success, as the word “continuing” implies a state of
things that were and still are reasons for success.

Yes.
Examples (Suggested answers)

Sound - voices of stallholders calling out their
goods, buzzing voices of crowd, etc.

Smell of items on display. Depending on type of
market, could be food, fruit, flowers, leather goods,
etc.

Sight - colourful silk scarves, large leather bags,
colourful baskets full of fruit, etc.

Touch - firm, red apples, smooth leather, etc.

. By using a variety of descriptive vocabulary, linking

words and structures, and narrative techniques.

. (Suggested answers)

« 1st reason: excellent and consistent quality of
goods. (justification: Locals shop there be-
cause they feel they will always get good quality
- they know this from shopping there for years.)

« 2nd reason: very good prices. (justification:
most of the stallholders/vendors are producers
and they can afford to sell cheaper to ensure
they are competitive.)

. Describe an educational visit you have been on

and say what you think you have learned from this
experience.

A visit to a museum, gallery, etc; a schooil field trip;
a visit to a factory, an orphanage, etc.

Yes, because it is a description of a visit you went
on.

Examples (Suggested answers)

» The curator of the museum was a very friendly,
humorous and well-informed man. He de-
scribed the exhibits in such an interesting and
amusing way that in the end all of us had to
admit that what we had originally thought would
be a boring school trip turned out to be an
enjoyable experience.

« As we rode down the lift inside Boulder Dam |
became claustrophobic, | began to sweat and |
found it more and more difficult to breathe. At
the thought that | was inside a dam, whose one
side held back tons of water, | panicked.

27
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. Describe your first

. Past tenses to describe the visit, because the

events took place at a particular time in the past.
Past tenses and present tenses to explain what you
learned (e.g. This experience taught me a very
valuable lesson; that we must never take things for
granted, that we should be grateful for what we've
got and that we should not complain about not
having what others have.)

.. Description ofthe place visited (buildings, premises,

surroundings); the people, the objects we saw
(artefacts, plants, etc).

Examples (Suggested answers)

« The botanical garden was a veritable jungle.
The air was humid and smelled of tropical
plants.

« Behind the glass cases were rows and rows of
fascinating crude, archaic weapons and primi-
tive stone tools. They ranged from the most
minute arrowhead to massive round objects
that must have been used as grinding stones.

. Para 1: State time, place and reason for visit.

Paras 2, 3: Factual description of place (general
and specific aspects of exterior/interior), atmos-
phere, what we saw. :

Para 4: First thing learnt and reasons.

Para 5: Second thing learnt and reasons.

Final Para: Final comments and feelings aboutthe
visit.

ting witha p
and explain in what ways you found him or herto be
different from your expectations.

. Past tenses, because it is a description of an event

(meeting) that took place inthe past. When explain-
ing how he/she was different from my expectations,
| wouid use Past Perfect to describe what | had
expected him/her to be like and Past Simple to
describe what he/she was like in reality.

Adj /Adverbs in the comparative degree;
expressi ing (on the contrary,
contrary to what | had expected, she/he was not at
all ..., although | had thought he/she would be ...,
he/she was ..., etc.)

You should focus on description of appearance
(including clothing, make-up), personality, behav-
iour (including manner/mannerisms), life/lifestyle
(in particular, what he/she said about his/her be-
liefs, ambitions, daily routine, etc, and why you
realised that the person’s life.was altogether differ-
ent from what you had expected).

. No, because the topic asks for a description of my

first meeting with a famous person, therefore a
narration of when, why, how we met, and of the
actual meeting are necessary.

-
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. Paragraph Plan (Suggested answer)

Para 1: Set the scene (who person is, where/when/
how we met)

Para 2: Description of the person’s appearance
and of actual meeting (what we did, talked about,
how 1 felt)

Para 3: Describe first way you found him/her differ-
ent (compare what you'd expected to what you
found)

Para 4: Describe second way you found him/her
different

Final Para: Feelings/reactions/comments

. Describing objects

. Describe an important twentleth-century inven-
tion and lain how it has d people’s
lives

. The computer, television, moving pictures, laser

beam technology, commercial airplanes.

. Not very detailed. A general description would be

adequate.

. 1 would include information on what it is, when/

where/by whom it was invented, what the purpose/
function is, etc. These aspects are enough to de-
scribe the object for the purpose of explaining how
it has changed people’s lives.

. Paragraph Plan (Suggested answer)

Para 1: name of object, when/by whom it was
invented.

Para 2: general description- (main features, pur-
pose/function/how and by whom it has been used/
for how long, etc)

Para 3: 1st way it has changed people’s lives (+
justification)

Para 4: 2nd way it has changed people’s lives (+
justification)

Final Para: comments/opinion/feelings

. Possibly, if the plot line is such'that a paragraph (or

more) refers to an event/events that took place prior
to the event with which the story begins. For this
particular topic which ends with given words |
would not use flashback narration.

Thetime, place, whatthe weather was like, whowas
involved, how the character(s) felt at the time the
story begins.

Begin by: using direct speech, asking a rhetorical
question, creating mystery or suspense, referring
to feelings or moods and/or by addressing the
reader directly.

Past Simple (to describe events, actions, feelings,
reactions), Past Continuous (to set the scene), Past
Perfect (to refer to events that took place before the
event in the first paragraph)
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. Vivid description of place/atmosphere/mood us-

ing descriptive adjectives, words that refer to the
sense; words that express feelings/reactions and
emotions; use of direct speech/dialogue; tech-
niques for beginning and ending stories p. 28 (S's
book).

(Suggested answer) Awealthy businessman meets
a consultant who befriends him and wins his trust.
They gointo a joint business venture and he invests
all his money in it. Eventually, the consultant van-
ishes and the businessman realises he has been
conned and has fost all his money.

. Describe a person whom you regard as success-

ful and define the qualities needed to achieve
success.

Present tenses if the person is alive, Past tenses if
the person s no longer alive. Use present tenses to
define the qualities needed. to- achieve success
because such qualities are general and are not
related to just past or present.

. Description of personality and aspects‘relating to

life/lifestyle/p: beliefs,
education, etc); also a brief description of appear-
ance.

. No, the person described need not be alive, or well

known to others. (The topic says a person whom |
regard as successful)

Mention qualities such as: ambition, determination,
intelligence, talent , skill, etc.

Paragraph Plan

Para 1: who person is, why he/she is successful,
why | have chosen to write about him/her.

Paras 2, 3: description of person (focusing on life/
lifestyle and the way the person is successful)
Para 4: definition of first quality and justification
Para 5: definition of second quality and justification
Final Para: comments/feelings/final thoughts

. Yes, especially if you began the story with the

words, because inthe second paragraph youwould
narrate the event(s) that brought the character to
“take a deep breath and knock on the door.”

. A story outline and the plot.
. (Suggested answer)

He enters an office where he isto be interviewed
for a job that he really wants, but he knows there
are many good candidates.

- He leaves, after being told he will be notified in

a few days, and goes home.

- Days go by and he is convinced he will not get
the job. He has little money left and no success
with other job interviews.

- Afew.days later the phone rings and he is told
he has been chosen for the job.

4. (Suggested answer)

- A person works for a company as an account-
ant, discovers that his colleague (who is also a
friend) is stealing from the company.

- He confrorits him knowing that if the manage-
mentfind out they will both lose their jobs, as he
might be considered an accomplice.

- His colleague ignores him but he realises the
management suspect something and decides
to go to the general manager to clear himself of
suspicion.

Use past tenses because the events would be
narrated in chronological sequence.

o

He returns to his family’s home after years during
which he hasn’t seen/spoken to parents.
Flashback: Narrates events a few years ago. Fight
with parents, leaves home angry, no contact. What
he did during those years. Decides he wants to go
back - not sure how he will be received.

Return to present: Standing in front of door hesi-
tating, feeling confused, finally he decides to knock
on the door.

. Describing objects.

Describe your most prized possession and ex-
plain why you value it so much.

n

. Present tenses to describe the- object itself, as it
would be a description .of what it is like now/in
general. Past tenses, to make reference to how |
came to own it. For the “Explain® section, both past
and present tenses. (e.g. | value it so much be-
cause it has been in my family for a long time/my
grandfather gave it to my grandmother when they
first met/it Is the only family heirloom | own.)

w

. Apiece of jewsllery, any family heirloom, an expen-
sive object | worked hard to obtain, an object that
has sentimental value, like a doll, etc.

4. The type of possession, its age, size, shape, mate-
rial, origin, purpose, etc.

5. Paragraph Plan
Para 1: what possession isthow long I've owned it/
how | acquired it.
Para 2: factual description of object
Para 3: first reasons | value possession + justifica-
tion
Para 4: second reason | value it + justification
Final Para: feelings/comments about possession
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1 A-Speaker 3
B - Speaker 1

C - Speaker 2
D - Speaker 4

Features in common:

«+ thefirstparagraph always states the topic/problem.
« the final paragraph includes your opinion.

ONO OIS ON =

9.

How each plan differs from the others:

“For and Against" and "Opinion" essays give view-
points/arguments for both sides of an issue alqng
with examples or reasons. Essays “Suggestnng
Solutions to Problems" only give suggestions and
possible results. o

"For and Against" essays do not state an opinion in
paragraph 1, whereas "Opinion” essays do. Essays
"Suggesting Solutions to Problems” state the prob-
lem along with its cause/effect inthe 1st paragraph.

. opinion
. for and against

opinion
for and against

. suggesting solutions to problems
. for and against

. suggesting solutions to problems
. opinion

opinion

10. for and against

30

(Suggested points)

1.

w

o

viewpoint(s) - they are living creatures, they have
personalities, feelings just like humans, etc
opposing viewpoint - animals cannot be com-
pared to humans

. arguments for - each generation so different that

people from different generations cannot under-
stand each other !
arguments against - each generation is different
but in essence the same - same joys, problems,
feelings, etc.

. viewpoint(s) - women want to be treated equally at

work, paid the same amount, etc so they should
also be obliged to do military service ) )
opposing viewpoint - women are child-minders
and they also care for older people thus they
shouldn't be forced to do military service

. arguments for - one language spoken worldwide

would make communications much easier - no
translations, etc

arguments against - cultural differences lead to
differences in language - not all languages have the
same words, etc

suggestion(s) - it is against the laws ‘oi nature for
the reproduction of species - stop using methods
that may threaten the laws of nature and may
endanger human life

Unit 6 - Discursive Essays

6.

®

©

Excerpt A

Excerpt B

3. B - ask arhetorical question/finish with a quotatior

. suggestion(s) - people should be educated, learn-

. viewpoint-film industry has set new artistic values,

. arguments for - progress - work done efficiently,

arguments for - celebrities are people just Iikg
others who need privacy in their lives - media
should not pry into celebrities’ lives - limits should
be set |
arguments against - when a person chooses to
become an actor, singer, etc he wants to beqome
famous and being a celebrity involves media so
they should just accept that people want to know
everything about them

ing more about different races will help peop_le
understand other religions, backgrounds, social
classes, etc - the more one knows abouta peljson,
his religion, background, etc, the more he will be
able to accept difference

one picture is worth a thousand words )
opposing viewpoint- major film industries Iocateq
in US therefore influence other countries and tradi-
tion

viewpoint(s) - athletes given high salaries - s_ports
has become one of the world's most profitable
industries - Million dollar contracts for many well-
known basketball players

opposing viewpoint(s) - athletes watched, qued
and admired by millions - old + young— sometimes
these athletes are involved in charity events

access to information easier
arguments against - fewer jobs, demand for spe-
cialisation and skilled users, etc.

Passive voice, impersonal constructions (should
be allowed/strong arguments exist.)
A range of advanced vocabulary (a matter of con-
siderable controversy)

Formal linking words/phrases (thus/in addition)
Complex sentences with a variety of linking words
(A matter of ... its cultural heritage)
Inversion (should such sales be permitted)

short forms (don’t/it's/that’s)
colloquial expressions, phrasal verbs, idioms (stufff
lose out on) )
simplistic vocabulary (I don’t think/look boring)
a series of short sentences (I don't think the
should/This just isn’t right)

simple linking words (too/but)

. A- address the reader directly/ask a rhetorical
question )

. C - startwith a quotation/give the reader somethin,
to consider
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= 6 1. - D; opinion .
2. - B; for and against >> For and Against Essays
3. - A; for and against
4, - E; opinion gains 1 (Suggested answers)
5. - C; suggesting solutions to problems Genetic engineering is the use of scientific techniques

to deliberately alter features by changing the
st‘ructure of particular genes.

It is used in the production of certain foodstuffs (e.g.
fruit and vegetables) and also in scientific/medical
research. Scientists recently succeeded in making a
clone of a sheep.

7 Reasons why Model A is good:

+ formal, impersonal style - e.g. Money is certainly

something ...

Passive voice - e.g. is often discussed

impersonal constructions - e.g. it is highly debat-

able

linking words/sequencing - e.g. In addition, On the

other hand/secondiy

. eacrll paragraph has a clear topic sentence - e.g. To
begin with, it is often ...

* each point is accompanied by a reason/example -
€.g. Wealthy businessmen, for example, ...

* generalisations - e.g. business tycoons

* referenceto othersources-e.g. according to Social
Services, ...

2 For:1,3,4
Against: 6, 7, 10

(Suggested answer)

One major adyantage of genetic engineering is that
weareableto fmg cures for serious diseases. A further
advantage of this scientific technique is that we could
produce enough food to eradicate famine and starva-
tlor; arto?e:]her. In addition, parents would' have the
. e option of choosing the sex of their children.

zuotatlpn“ and source - e.g. As |zaak Walton said, On the other hand, an even larger population would
, ealth is "a blessing that money cannot buy." create even more problems in this already crowded
;- world. Moreover, some people believe that it is mo

) \ rall
fleasons why Model B is bad: wrong to alter human beings. Finally, genetic engi)f

§hon forms - e.g. there’s neering is so expensive that only wealthy people can

|r!formal/colloqwal language - e.g. | finished with afford to pay for it, thus creating a division between rich
him; money is great and poor societies.
very emotional language - e.g. unbearable and not
worth living
personal opinion expressed too strongly - e.g. |
know they're wrong ...
*+ over-generalisation - e.g. all people can afford to

buy ...
* blind reference to statistics - e.g. statistics show ... ;a:!g:ph Plan
ain Body

* cliché - e.g. money is great - while it lasts!
o+ personal examples - e.q. When my father was ... Para2: (For) National security (e.g. military secrets)
Para 3: (For) Restrictions on offensive material

* simple linking words - e.g. Also; So; But
+ simplitic vocabulary - &.g. .. many things make Para4: (Against) Repressive governments abuse

w

Prg-'rask discussion: T may invite Ss to state their
opinions with reasons and/or use brainstorming to elicit
vocabulary - e.g. free speech, military secrets, propa-
ganda, individuals’ rights, etc.

people happy censorship
Para 5: (Against) Adults should have freedom of
8 .¢ 2.d 3. a 4. b choice
o 1 heath Conclusion
. ) Balanced consideration of the topi i
2. personal/psychological i o oot
5 Personall Y/ g between requirements of country andindividuals’ rights)
4. artistic/educational inkil
& anistio/odu Linking words to be underlined:

Whilst (Para 1); Firstly, For instance, Consequently
(Para2); Secondly, Forthis reason (Para 3); in contrast,
thus (Para 4); Furthermore, therefore, For example’
Thus (Para 5); All things considered (Para 6) '

Aspects of the "Discussion clock” related to:
Political, moral, social
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4 (Suggested answers)
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1.

Most people advocate recycling some products in
order to reduce the amount of damage we do to the
environment.

2. Some people feel that mothers.cannot be career

women too.

3. Sceptics point out that nuclear testing has long-

lasting effects on surrounding areas.

4. Many people support the view that harsher pun-

ishments for criminals would result in a decrease in
the crime rate.

5. A further common criticism of computers is that

COAON =

their use is reducing levels of literacy.

view

. drawback/disadvantage

.. advocate

. aspect

. held/maintained/believed etc
.. further

1. Not only can pets prove to be good companions,

N

butthey also teach children a sense of responsibil-
ity.

. Many people nowadays decide to open their own
business even though a slump inthe economy has
resulted in the closure of many small businesses.
(or: Even though a slump ...)

3. Apart from being time-saving devices, computers

»

o

can do things which people could hardly do before.
Living in the countryside can be beneficial for your
health, desplte the factthat some essentials are not
s0 easily available in the country as in the city. {or:
Desplte the fact that some ...)

Voting gives you a voice in the decisions of the
government, not to mention that it gives you a
feeling of belonging to a larger community.

(Suggested answers)

1. ... most people prefer to live in the city.
regardiess of the fact that = despite the fact that/
even though/etc.

2. ... there is still a certain degree evident in society.
nonetheless = however/even so/etc.

3. ... governments must continue negotiations until
their aim is achieved.

In spite of = despite

4. ... others believe that it is necessary in order to
advance scientific knowledge.
while = whereas/though/etc.

(Suggested answers)

1. contrasting point
Alternative medicines treat the symptoms of a dis-
ease, while conventional medicines treat the un-
derlying cause of a disorder.

2. additional point
In addition to making use of natural products rather
than drugs, alternative medicines are not tested on
animals.

10

12
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3. additional point

Not only do conventional doctors have recognis-
able and respected qualifications, but conventional
treatments are widely available to everyone as well.

4. contrasting point

Whilst people trust conventional treatments be-
cause they are tested scientifically, they are often
suspicious of alternative methods which some-
times rely on a “rial and error' technigue.

. contrasting point
Alternative treatments cause few or no side-effects,
whereas conventional treatments can cause se-
vere side-effects.

Needless to say/In general/In fact/Indeed
in fact

Obviously

example

The fact that

especially

This means (In general)

In general/In fact/Indeed/Obviously

this means -

The government has launched a campaign to pro-
mote new businesses in rural areas with the inten-
tion of drawing people away from the large urban
centres.

(or: Television ... medium, in addition to being an

Freedom of expression is one of man’s basic,

. In addition to being a highly entertaining medium, ;
television can also be an excellent educationaltool. .

inalienable rights; therefore, people should be :
allowed to publish books containing all their beliefs -

and ideas.

Due to advertising and the mass media, consumer-
ism is becoming more and more a part of modern
societies. (or: Consumerism ... societies, due to
advertising ...)

s

(5]

that passive smoking can be extremely harmful to
one’s health.

(Suggested answers)

1. All things considered, | believe that = Taking
everything into account, | feel that

2. Lastly, it may be concluded that = Finally, it may
be said that

3. To lude, | am
am inclined to believe that

4. To conclude, it is clear that = In conclusion, it is
obvious that

5. In conclusion, itis my opinion = On balance, itis
my belief

. balanced consideration
. opinion (stated directly)
. opinion (stated indirectly)
. balanced consideration

HWON =

. Many people object to smoking on the grounds

=Tosumup,| -



Successful Writing Proficiency « Unit 6a: For and Against Essays

Successful Writing Proficiency « Unit 6a: For and Against Essays

15

asking a rhetorical question
addressing the reader directly
using a quotation

. addressing the reader directly
. asking a rhetorical question
. using a quotation

OW» W=

Linking words/p (Suggested )

One of the main arguments for advertising = A
strong point in favour of advertising

such as = like

Moreover = Besides this

What is more = Furthermore

In other words = That is to say

both ... and = not only ... but also (not only is it
beneficial to the consumer but aiso to society)
On the other hand = In contrast

Furthermore = Moreover

especially = particularly

In addition to this = Apart from this

inorderto = soasto

To sum up, It is true to say that = Taking every-
thing into account, it is clear that

However = On the other hand

To conclude, it must be sald that = Al in all, it
would seem that

In conclusion, 1 believe that = All things consid-
ered, it is my belief that

.

.

+t.ec 2 a 3. b 4. d

Yes, each topic sentence adequately summarises
the argument it presents.

(Suggested answers)
* Introduction (Rhetorical question)

How many people have, at one time or another,
considered moving abroad - perhaps to some-
where where the climate is milder or the job oppor-
tunities are more favourable? Yet, although the
advantages of such a move seem, at first sight, to
be tempting, they have to be considered alongside
the drawbacks.

*+ Conclusion (Giving the reader something to con-
sider)

To sum up, it would seem that there are a great
number of difficuities involved in settling in a new
country, and clearly not everybody is suited to such
major upheaval in their lives. However, it would be
nicetothink that greater integration could, perhaps,
help break down prejudices and encourage worid
peace.

Arguments for: 3, 4, 6
Arguments against: 1,2,5

Suggested examples/justification:

1. school children become obsessed with getting
higher marks; antagonism can be encouraged/
cooperation discouraged; rote learning is time-
consuming and of little practical use outside school

N

. the distance between teachers and students is too
great to allow more than a superficial influence;
because of the closer bond between parents and
children, teachers are less likely than parents to be
used as role-models

1

children are likely to develop more specialised
knowledge at school; parents do not always have
the breadth or depth of knowledge that the com-
bined resources of a school can provide

>

interaction with other children teaches them values
which are useful in building character; social skills
are vitally important in personality development

o

. somearguethat the personality is so fully formed by
thetime the child goes to school that what they learn
there makes little difference to character; negative
personality traits are already well established be-
fore school; a child has usually spent 24 hours of
every day under their parents’ influence - the com-
paratively short time they spend at school is of less
significance

o

athird ofachild’s day is spent being exposed to the
influences of school; while a child is attentive , he/
she is more receptive to outside influences; time
spent outside school has a great deal of emphasis
placed on relaxation, which plays a less important
role in forming character

2nd paragraph:

(Against) People have more freedom to choose
how to live their lives and more leisure time in which
1o enjoy a wider range of recreational activities.
(For) Increased freedom can make people take
things for granted and expect too much from life,
quickly becoming bored and looking for something
new.

3rd paragraph:

(Against) Social and moral attitudes are not as
strict.

(For) This increase in freedom has resulted in
greater social problems.

* Paragraph 2 contains two topic sentences: a)

"Firstly, it is true ... their lives.” and b) "On the other
hand ... expect too much from life."

Paragraph 3 contains two topic sentences: a)
"Secondly, social and moral attitudes have become
less rigid." and b) "Nevertheless, some ... of social
problems."

* Yes, the topic sentences clearly summarise the

topic of each paragraph.
33

17

18

34

(To the Teacher: These paragrsphs contain two
topic sentences eachas they deal wrt{w two opposing
viewpoints. Each topic sentence introduces the
pointand the subsequent sentences offer examples
and/or justifications for it.)

Linking words (Suggested answers)

Para 1:
However - Even so ...
Para 2:

Firstly - To start with

For example - For instance

In addition to this - Moreover

On the other hand - In contrast

As an example of this - For example ...

Consequently - As a result ...

but = yet

Para 3:
Secondly - Furthermore ...
This is illustrated by the fact - This is clearly
shown by the fact that ...
Nevertheless, some people belleve - How-
ever, it is generally claimed ...
Thus - Therefore ...
because of = due to

Para 4: ) '
To conclude - All things considered, Taking
everything into account ...
On :I/'lte oge hand - It cannot be denied that
On the other hand - However, opponents of
this view believe that ...

1.b 2. ¢ 3. a 4.d

« (Suggested answer)

2nd paragraph: 1-b
3rd paragraph: 2-¢
4th paragraph: 3-a
5th paragraph: 4 - d

« Topic sentences (Suggested answers)

1. b Considerable controversy surrouryds the
issue of keeping animals caged up in zoos.

2, ¢ The use of animals on the screen and
television has frequently been criFicised.

3. a Arguments exist both for and against mak-
ing animals perform in circuses.. )

4. d There are numerous critics of racing involv-
ing horses, dogs and other animals.

(Pre-task discussion: T may choose to iqvite clgs;
discussion of the topic and/or use brainstorming to elicit
points/vocabulary)

* (Suggested points)
For: relaxation; time to enjoy hobbies/t(avel; no
more work-related stress; spend more time vynth
family/friends; no responsibilities of office/etc., sim-
ply enjoy doing nothing; etc.

19
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Against: may miss responsibility/status/social life
of job; sudden reduction in incos:ne; boredom; no
longer feel useful; experience/skills wasted; nega-
tive social attitude to pensioners; etc.

Listening

For

- time for rest and relaxation

-+ opportunity to travel

- more free time for family and friends

Against

- people get bored

- difficult to live on a pension

- waste of useful/experienced people

Paragraph Plan

Introduction
Para 1: state topic (many people look forward to 3 !
retiring ...)
Main body i
Para 2: first argument for and against (time to res\i
and relax; get bored) F

¥

Para 3: second argument for and against (Iot§ of S
free time to travel; difficult to survive on a pension) ]

Conclusion ) i
Final Para: balanced consideration of the topic/:

opinion

« The benefits and drawbacks of tourism

« 1. for 3. against 5. against
2. against 4. for 6. for

- economic, cultural, social

« (Suggested answers)
For: - can help to improve international relation-;
ships .
- increased tourism provides greater choice
of holiday options
- tourism provides employment )
Against: - holidaymakers’ view of foreign culture
is very superficial
- tourism makes people of "host" coun-
try servile and materialistic
+  Student’s choice between plans on pp. 60/68 in the
Student’s Book
« Student’s choice
«  Student’s choice from those on p. 56 in the
Student’s Book
« Student's choice from pp. 62, 63, 64, 65 in the
Student’s Book

(See "Composition Assessment" Appendix for guide:
lines concerning marking criteria.)
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Successful Writing Proficiency + Unit 6b: Opinion Essays

>> b. Opinion Essays

1 Tmaychoose toinvite class discussion of the topic and/

[

or use brainstorming to elicit points/vocabulary.

ulary: p ishment, sb, imprisonment,
proba.tron, offender, theft/burglary/etc, commita crime,
juvenile delinquent, rehabilitation, etc. '

1.c 2. a 3.d 4. b

Aspects of discussion clock:
1 - economic; 2, 4 - social; 3 - personal

Pra-taslf discussion: Ts may choose to invite class
dlspussmn ofthe topic and/or use brainstorming to elicit
points/vocabulary.
Ve : discrimination/prejudice/bias, inferior(i

I y-ai / ias, inferior(iy),
lsqua/:ty, traditional attitudes, (male) chauvinism, wclitrli-
ing mothers, standard of living, maternity leave, etc.

* Paragraph Plan
Main body
viewpoint 1: - Difficult for women who have children
to resume career
viewpoint 2: - Traditional views (ie woman as
housewife) unchanged
viewpoint 3: - Woman does two jobs = worse
position
Opposing viewpoint: legal rights, (a few) top jobs
for women

Conclusion
Summary/restatement of opinion

Opposing viewpoint: Para 5.

Linking words/phrases

In my opinlon: | firmly believe, As far as | am
concerned, etc.

To begin with: First of all, Firstly, etc.

Secgndly: Furthermore, Moreover, etc.

For instance: For example, etc.

An example of this: For instance, This is clearly
|Ilu_strated/shown by the fact that

Thirdly: Furthermore, What is more, etc.

In contrast: However, On the other hand, etc.

In addition: Furthermore, Moreover, Besides this
Nonetheless: Nevertheless

Takiqg these points into consideration: Finally,
All things considered, etc.

While: Aithough, Even though, etc.

Needless to say: Of course, It is obvious that ...

4 (Suggested answers)
1.

In my opinion television has exercised, to a certain
extent, a negative effect on soc